
 

 

  

Hey, we need  
to talk 
me kōrero ngātahi 
tātou 
We’re proposing some changes to 
our Cemeteries Bylaw and 
cemetery fees. 

Some of the changes may affect you or your 
family and we’d like to know what you think.  

When we’ve taken into account all the 
feedback received, we’ll finish off the 
bylaw and it will become effective.  

 

WHAT IS A BYLAW? 
See page 3 for a brief description of what a 
bylaw is,and the page for the various ways you 
can have your say. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
Open for written feedback: 
29 March 2019. 

Provide your written feedback by: 
29 April 2019. 

 

TALK TO US 

Paeroa Library Reading Room drop in: 
Saturday, 6 April 2019, 9am-10am. 

Ngatea Service Centre drop in: 
Friday, 12 April 2019, 10am-11am. 

Waihi Service Centre Meeting Room drop in: 
Wednesday, 17 April 2019, 11am-12pm. 

Whiritoa Community Hall drop in: 
Thursday, 18 April 2019, 2pm-3pm. 

Hearing of submissions: 
22 May 2019 in the Hauraki District Council 
Chambers, William Street, Paeroa. 

 

 

What we’re proposing 
We’re proposing some important changes to the 
reservation of burial plots in our cemeteries (the 
exclusive right of burial in a certain plot). We’re also 
proposing some changes because it’s become more 
common for funerals not to be run by funeral directors 
and this sometimes comes at a cost to us. We’re also 
making the bylaw clearer about our powers to remove 
tributes which are not in keeping with our cemetery 
policies and are making it difficult for us to maintain the 
area. 

Reserving burial plots in advance 
See clause 3.0 of the proposed bylaw 

We’re proposing that people reserving a plot only need 
to pay a reservation fee ($180) rather than the full plot 
purchase price ($640). This would be a non-refundable 
fee that covers the administration costs of reserving the 
plot. We think this makes it more financially accessible 
while providing certainty. Anyone wanting to reserve a 
spot in our cemeteries will need only to pay the 
reservation fee and they’ve reserved the right of burial 
in that spot for 50 years. When the time comes when 
the plot is to be used, the burial right will need to be 
purchased at the applicable rate at that time. We think 
this is a fairer way to administer the plots, as the 
purchase price will better reflect the current day costs 
associated with developing the plots. 

How long a plot can be reserved? 
See clause 3.0 of the proposed bylaw 

We’re proposing that a burial plot can be 
reserved for 50 years instead of the 60 years 
in the current bylaw. If no burial has taken 
place after 50 years, we’ll contact the person 
who has reserved the plot. At this point it 
could either be renewed, or if it is no longer 
needed it will be released back to the Council. 



 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
We think this bylaw is appropriate so we can manage our 
cemeteries to allow cemetery visitors a respectful and peaceful 
environment for services and remembrance. Our proposed 
bylaw does not affect your rights under the NZ Bill of Rights Act 
1990. The complete bylaw and the background information 
explaining what we’ve considered so far is included in this 
document, or you can download this from our website: 
https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

Limit to the number of reservations 
See clause 3.0 of the proposed bylaw 

The current bylaw places no limit on the 
number of plot reservations that people can 
make. We’re proposing to limit this to two plot 
reservations per person. Generally, each plot 
can fit two casket burials and four sets of ashes. 
Many councils limit the number of plots 
someone can reserve to ensure ratepayers and 
residents have fair access to the use of 
cemeteries in their district.  

Transferring a reserved plot 
See clause 4.0 of the proposed bylaw 

We’ve added a clause that says a reserved plot 
can be transferred to someone else with our 
approval. The proposed bylaw clarifies that the 
correct legal process will need to be followed, 
and any required fees need to be paid. 

Other changes to our cemetery fees 
See our proposed fees schedule 

As well as the new reservation fee mentioned 
above, we’re giving our fee schedule wording a 
general tidy up.  

We’re also proposing a new fee of $150 per hour 
for when a service runs more than an hour late. 
For health and safety reasons, we can’t leave 
graves unfilled, and if services run late it means 
staff must stay later to complete their duties, 
resulting in overtime costs to the Council.  

We’re proposing an increase to our plaque fees 
to meet the rising costs of making the plaque 
and installing it. 

Floral tributes 
See clause 11.0 of the proposed bylaw 

We’ve clarified some of our existing rules 
around flowers and tributes. Flowers, wreathes 
and other tributes may be placed on top of a 
burial site at the time of burial. After 30 days we 
can remove the tributes from the surface of the 
burial site so that it can be levelled off and sown 
in grass. We cherish the memories of our loved 
ones, however there are a number of burial sites 
with items left on them, which means the plots 
cannot be mowed.  

After the initial 30 days, flowers or wreaths are 
allowed to be placed on the concrete berm only, 
and users will need to ask our permission to put 
other tributes on the concrete berm. If any 
tributes are placed on the burial site area that is 
to be mown, we may remove them, as well as 
broken or damaged items, for example, broken 
glass vases. 

Funerals without funeral directors 
See clause 7.0 of the proposed bylaw 

We’ve found that it’s become more common for funerals to be 
run by families, without the help of funeral directors. This has led 
us to add into the bylaw, that remains need to be in an 
appropriate receptacle and any extra costs will need to be met 
by the funeral organiser. Without a funeral director, sometimes 
our staff have to spend more time helping and coordinating 
funeral proceedings, which is not their role. We’re proposing that 
any cost incurred by our staff needing to perform extra duties 
will need to be met by the organiser of the funeral.  

Those without means to pay 
See clause 15.0 of the proposed bylaw 

Our current bylaw states that people who pass on with no means 
to pay are buried in an unmarked plot. On the rare occasion that 
a person’s estate cannot pay for the plot and burial fee, often 
family or friends will pay, however this is not always the case. 
We’re proposing that we provide a plaque with a name for 
people in these circumstances, as it is not right that a person 
should be buried in an unmarked plot, unless it is a given choice 
of the person. 

Natural burials 
See clause 9.5 of the proposed bylaw 

The current bylaw doesn’t mention natural burials. A natural 
burial consists of no embalmment, biodegradable materials, and 
burial within the living top soil. It is usually done in a space where 
natural materials are used and trees are planted to create a living 
tribute to those buried there. We’ve included a definition of 
‘natural burial’ in the proposed bylaw and that in the case of a 
natural burial, only one deceased person per plot is permitted. 
Our proposed bylaw allows for us to provide natural burials in the 
future, if an area is available. We’ll be investigating the feasibility 
of developing a separate natural burial area in the next two 
years, and any cost of this will be included in our draft long term 
plan and open for public feedback in early 2021. 

Ex Franklin bylaw 
We’re proposing to revoke the Franklin District Council (FDC) 
Cemeteries Bylaw. It’s not practical to have two bylaws running 
side by side, as the FDC Cemeteries Bylaw has the same 
requirements as the current Hauraki District Council Cemeteries 
Bylaw, with slightly different wording. This would mean our 
proposed bylaw referred to in this document will apply to the 
cemetery at Pūkorokoro / Miranda and affect all residents of the 
Hauraki District. 

 

https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/


 

A guide to giving feedback 
Any organisation or member of the public can give us 
feedback in writing, on the phone, in person or all of 
these. This is your chance to tell us your thoughts 
about what we’re proposing. 

Good feedback is clear, concise and to the point. Tell 
us which parts you support, and which ones you 
don’t. Let us know why. You are most welcome to 
provide additional pages or supporting material with 
your feedback.  

Remember to provide your contact details if you 
would like to be kept informed of the decisions made 
after considering your feedback.  

Your feedback will be a council record, so may be 
reproduced as an attachment to a Council agenda, 
made publicly available and remain on Council 
minute records. If you aren’t providing feedback on 
behalf of an organisation and would like your contact 
details to be kept private, please let us know. 

Everyone who provides feedback will be notified in 
writing of the outcome. 

 

Special assistance 
We can offer assistance with special requirements at 
a hearing in terms of language translation, including 
that of sign language, or presenting through audio 
visual mechanisms. If assistance is required, please 
let us know and we will make the appropriate 
arrangements. 

 

Huh?! What’s a bylaw? 
Our bylaws are only applicable to the Hauraki 
District. They’re rules that local councils can develop 
to make our district a safe, healthy and enjoyable 
place. They can protect the public from nuisance; 
protect, promote and maintain public health and 
safety; and minimise the potential for offensive 
behaviour in public places. We also have specific 
powers to make bylaws for our cemeteries. Bylaws 
are made in consultation with you – that’s why it’s 
important to have your say. 

A bylaw can be enforced by the Council or others we 
have nominated, such as the New Zealand Police. 
Most of our bylaws are coming up for review over the 
next couple of years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can have your say 
If you want to talk to us: 

• drop in to one of our sessions in Whiritoa, Waihi, Paeroa or Ngatea and have a cuppa with a councillor.  

• contact us to book in to speak to the Council at a hearing in Paeroa on 22 May 2019, or tick the box on 
the feedback form to show us you’re keen to attend. We’ll contact you closer to the date of the 
hearing to arrange a time for you to speak. 

• give us a call and speak with a member of the strategic planning team – we can draft your feedback 
into a written statement and we’ll provide you with a copy. 

 
If you want to write to us: 

• fill out the online feedback form on our website https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• message or comment on our Facebook page 

• email your feedback to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• write a letter, or fill in the printed feedback form (available at our service centres, or downloadable 
from our website) 

We review how well the bylaw is 
working, involving key groups

Changes are made to the bylaw as a 
result of early discussions

You tell us what you think of  the 
proposed changes to the bylaw

We look at the feedback and may make 
further changes as a result of your views

The bylaw is adopted and then effective

https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

