
 

  Hey, we need  
to talk 
me kōrero 
ngātahi tātou 

about smoking 
and vaping 
 

Let’s clear the air 
We’re proposing some new rules that would 
discourage smoking and vaping in some 
outdoor areas and at some public events. 
We want to improve the health and 
wellbeing of our communities by reducing 
smoking and vaping in public and de-
normalising smoking and vaping behaviour. 

Some of the rules may affect you and we’d 
like to know what you think. 

When we’ve taken into account all the 
feedback received, we’ll finalise the rules in 
our draft smokefree and vapefree policy 
and it will become effective. 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Open for feedback from 
31 May 2019 until 28 June 2019 

 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

You’ll find our draft smokefree and 
vapefree policy attached to this document, 
or you can download this information from 
our website 
https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

What we’re proposing 

The new rules we’re proposing would discourage 
smoking and vaping in some outdoor areas including 
children’s playgrounds, sportsgrounds, skate parks, bus 
shelters, near the entrance to our libraries and service 
centres, and on the Hauraki Rail Trail.  

We’re also proposing to encourage event organisers to 
hold smokefree and vapefree public events.  

Why we are proposing these new rules 

We think keeping public outdoor areas and events 
smokefree and vapefree is considerate to non-smokers 
and the right thing to do. We also want to encourage 
adults to be positive role models for children and young 
people by de-normalising smoking and vaping 
behaviour.  

We’ve included vaping as well as smoking because we’re 
concerned young people may be taking up vaping as an 
alternative to smoking and there are no studies showing 
the long term health effects of vaping.  

How the proposed new rules will work 

We’ll be relying on you to respect the rules we make 
together and to encourage others to respect them too, 
but we won’t be enforcing them ourselves. 



 

A guide to giving feedback 

Any organisation or member of the public can 
give us feedback in writing, on the phone, in 
person or all of these. This is your chance to 
tell us your thoughts about what we’re 
proposing. 

Good feedback is clear, concise and to the 
point. Tell us which parts you support, and 
which ones you don’t. Let us know why. You 
are most welcome to provide additional pages 
or supporting material to with your feedback.  

Remember to provide your contact details if 
you would like to be kept informed of the 
decisions made after considering your 
feedback.  

Your feedback will be a council record, so may 
be reproduced as an attachment to a Council 
agenda, made publicly available and remain 
on Council minute records. If you aren’t 
providing feedback on behalf of an 
organisation and would like your contact 
details to be kept private, please let us know. 

Everyone who provides feedback will be 
notified in writing of the outcome. 

 

 

 

Our journey to here 

In 2018, we formed a smokefree working party 
to consider the issues around smokefree and 
vapefree areas and events. 

Our working party reviewed Government 
rules, other council’s rules, talked to health 
providers and undertook a community survey 
on attitudes to smokefree areas. 

We considered this information, then we 
drafted proposed rules for you to consider and 
give feedback on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ways to have your say 

If you want to speak to us: 

Give us a call on 0800 734 834 or 07 862 8609 
 
If you want to write to us: 

• fill out the online feedback form on our website  https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• message or comment on our Facebook page 

• email your feedback to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• write a letter, or fill in the printed feedback form (available at our service centres, or 
downloadable from our website) 

 

You tell us what you think about 
smokefree areas in our community survey

We consider background info and survey 
results and prepare proposed rules

You tell us what you think of  the 
proposed rules

We look at the feedback and may make  
changes as a result of your views

The rules are adopted and then effective
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1. Introduction 

1.1. This Smokefree & Vapefree Policy for Public Outdoor Areas and Public Events 

(policy) encourages people to refrain from smoking and vaping by promoting 

smokefree and vapefree public outdoor areas and public events. This policy will 

help to achieve the Hauraki District Council’s long term goal of creating a 

smokefree district.  

1.2. This policy also aligns with the Government’s goal of becoming a smokefree nation 

by 2025 and smokefree legislation1.  

1.3. This policy helps the Council meet its obligations to promote the social, economic 

and cultural interests of its current and future communities including public 

health2. It also relates to one of the key pillars of the Council’s Social Strategy; 

Safe and Healthy Communities. It meets a goal of the strategy to support policy 

and organisations promoting healthy lifestyles. 

1.4. This policy is an educational policy which is not enforced by the Council. The 

Council relies on people who smoke or vape accepting that not smoking or vaping 

in certain places is considerate, healthy and the ‘right’ thing to do.  

1.5. Signage displayed in smokefree and vapefree public outdoor areas and at public 

events empowers non-smokers to assert that they don’t want to be exposed to 

second hand smoke or vaping behaviour. The policy is therefore promoted by the 

public. 

2. Objectives 

2.1. The main objective of this policy is to encourage adults to be positive role models 

for children and young people by not smoking or vaping in public outdoor areas 

and at public events. 

2.2. Further objectives of this policy are to: 

a) improve the health and wellbeing of Hauraki District communities by reducing 

the prevalence of smoking and de-normalising smoking and vaping behaviour 

b) positively influence children and young people by de-normalising smoking and 

vaping in public outdoor areas and at public events 

c) encourage people who smoke or vape to not do it in public outdoor areas and 

at public events 

d) empower people who do not smoke to avoid being involuntarily exposed to 

second hand smoke in public outdoor areas and at public events 

e) to communicate and promote “working towards a smokefree Hauraki District” 

and “Smokefree Aotearoa 2025”. 

                                           
1 Smokefree Environments Act 1990, Part 1 Smokefree workplaces and public areas. 
2 Giving effect to the sustainable development approach provided for under the Local Government Act 2002 and section 23 
of the Heath Act 1956 which makes it the duty of every local authority to improve, promote, and protect public health 
within its district. 
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3. Policy 

3.1. Smokefree & Vapefree Public Outdoor Areas 

a) The public will be asked to not smoke or vape in the following public outdoor 

areas within the Hauraki District: 

 All Council-controlled:  

 children’s playgrounds 

 sports grounds (including courts and turfs) 

 skate parks 

 bus shelters 

 In close proximity of the entrances to Council offices 

and libraries 

 The Hauraki Rail Trail 

 

3.2. Smokefree & Vapefree Public Events 

a) Public events held at any of the Council’s smokefree and vapefree public 

outdoor areas will be required to be smokefree.  

b) Where the Council contributes funding for an event, the organisers will be 

encouraged to promote and brand the events as smokefree and vapefree. 

3.3. Smokefree & Vapefree Signage and Information 

a) Smokefree and vapefree signage will be displayed where it is considered to be 

most effective to discourage smoking or vaping in public outdoor areas, and at 

public events (as identified in section 3.1 and 3.2 of this policy).  

b) Other information supporting a smokefree district will be displayed or 

developed where appropriate (e.g. website, Council documents such as 

reserve management plans). 

4. Enforcement 

4.1. This policy aims to achieve behaviour change by promoting a positive smokefree 

and vapefree message. Compliance with the policy is voluntary and is not 

enforced by the Council. Compliance is instead encouraged by educating the 

public to model and promote appropriate behaviour, which in turn encourages 

others to be smokefree and vapefree.  

4.2. The Council will work in collaboration with the Waikato District Health Board, the 

Cancer Society and other community organisations to implement the policy 

through public awareness including signage.  
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5. Glossary 

Council controlled 
Means either owned or operated by the Council, or the 

Council has legislative responsibility for. 

Public events Means planned public occasions. 

Public outdoor areas 
Means land and/or open air facilities (such as 

playgrounds) which are controlled by the Council. 

Non regulatory Means that the rules are not enforced by law. 

Smokefree & 

Vapefree 

Means where people refrain from the smoking of 

tobacco products or the vaping of electronic cigarettes 

or similar devices. 

Smoking or to smoke 

(a) means to smoke, hold, or otherwise have control 

over an ignited tobacco product, weed, or plant; 

and 

(b) includes to smoke, hold, or otherwise have control 

over an ignited product or thing whose customary 

use is or includes the inhalation from it of the 

smoke produced from its combustion or the 

combustion of any part of it; but 

(c) does not include to hold or have control over an 

ignited product or thing customarily used as 

incense. 

(this is consistent with the definition in Smokefree 

Environments Act 1990) 

Vaping or to vape 
Means to inhale and exhale the vapour produced by an 

electronic cigarette or similar device. 

6. Review 

6.1. The policy will be reviewed within 6 months after the first policy is adopted by the 

Council and then at intervals determined by the Council. 

7. Document management and control 

Title 
Hauraki District Council Smokefree & Vapefree Policy 

2019 

Sponsor Strategic Planning Department 

Approved by: [name and job title] 

Adoption date: [date] 

Review by: [date] 

File ref: 2481011 (DRAFT) 

Property of the Hauraki District Council 



 

 

 

 

 

 


