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The feedback summarised below has been received through the following channels: 
1. online feedback forms 
2. emails  
3. Facebook posts. 

The feedback is presented by the form it was received below, rather than by topic. Please note that 
all comments are copied verbatim including grammatical and typo errors. 
 

1. ONLINE FEEDBACK FORMS 
Do you agree with our draft smokefree and vapefree policy?       

YES    18 NO    4 
 

Comments 

Hello. While I do agree with your policy re smokefree public places. I do not agree with having the 
same policy for vaping.I believe your responsibility is to try to provide safe and healthy 
environments for the public. There is plenty of hard evidence around about the harm from second 
hand tobacco smoke and I do believe smoking tobacco should have been banned many years ago. 
I am an ex smoker myself and wish I had never started. My journey to finally quitting smoking was 
long and difficult and I eventually found I have a serious smoking related disease.If I hadne quit I 
would have been dead now, The only thing which enabled me to eventually quit was vaping after 
literally trying every other possible option.I have vaped for about four years now.I have sought 
out as much evidence about possible harm from vaping to see if vaping was harmful to me or 
others. So far I have never found any hard evidence to prove vaping is harmful at all either to me 
or others via second hand vape.There is plenty of antidotal opinion about the danger of vaping 
,none of which is backed up by facts.There is however lots of evidence and studies being done 
about vaping which demonstrate no known harm to people. Vaping is not smoking . While I do not 
think its good for children or teens to vape while in their formative years once they are say over 
18 or 20 they should be able to make up their own minds. Please base your decisions and plicy on 
factual evidence not on scaremongering and opinion, You do not have the right to control 
anybodies life nor should you do so.Are you going to ban fake smoke at music concerts too ? as  
that is the same stuff as what comes out a vapers mouth. Smoking kills approximately half its 
users,this is a known fact. To date no one has died or had any serious problems from vaping.  
Who is going to police it 
Very good to see HDC taking a stand on this anti-social behavior.  
All public places should be smoke and vape free-totally 
It should be banned in all public areas. As for policing this. That's a biggy.  
If I  or someone else chooses to smoke or vape that is an individual's choice so why should a 
bystander not get that choice (second hand smoke) 
Also exposure to children and teenagers see this and think it's ok.  
This is a great idea 
Thanks  
While I am supportive of reducing the impact of smoking on our community I cannot understand 
why vaping is included under this policy. Vaping is a significant tool to achieve the Smokefree 
2025 goal and this should be acknowledged. 
Brilliant idea. Keeping our whanau safe, especially the younger members. Will be great to reduce 
the normalisation of smoking in society 

 



Summary of feedback received on the draft smokefree and vapefree policy 
 

2601855   2 

Our draft policy includes vapefree rules, do you agree?       

YES    17 NO    5 
 

Comments 

"No Smoking" should include marijuana. 
Oh my God is vaping not worse nicotine and liquid.  
I do not agree with all of it, being a smoker it is hard to give it up... I do put my butts in the bin.We 
see more damage caused by drinking in public places and all the Meth being sold and deals 
around our district... 
There is sufficient evidence available to prove that second hand vapour poses no risk to people. 
Vaping is rapidly becoming accepted as the most successful means of getting smokers off 
cigarettes and including vaping in this sort of policy send completely the wrong message. 
There is significant, peer reviewed literature available that indicates vaping to be at least 95% less 
harmful than cigarettes and this should be recognised in council rules. I understand that some 
people just don't like the look of vaping but we don't impose legislation on things simply because 
we don't like them, there has to be a risk that accompanies the dislike. Many people don't like 
certain types of fashion or hair styles, but we don't ban those. 

 

 

Our draft policy makes the following public areas smokefree and vapefree, do you agree? 

Area  YES NO 
Children’s playgrounds 22 0 
Sports grounds 19 3 
Skate parks 20 2 
Bus shelters 19 3 
Close to Council offices and libraries 18 3 
The Hauraki Rail Trail 18 4 

 

Comments 

Unsure about the rail trail, however I imagine it will cut down on cigarette butt's that are left 
around on the ground.  
An excellent start! 
The only one that doesn’t really affect me is the council buildings one. But I’d love it if no one 
vaped or smoked anywhere to be honest  
The Rail trail are you for real..... It's out in paddocks.... Most people wouldn't smoke as they are 
getting fit and riding. You are trying to take control of people and what they do. 
I think that banning vaping in any area is unwarranted, but particularly draconian and 
unreasonable on the rail trail. Any legislation should be enacted based on addressing risks posed 
to the community. there is absolutely no risk posed to the public by people vaping outdoors. I 
would like to remind the council that vapers are also ratepayers and also have rights 
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Is there anywhere else that you want to be smokefree/vapefree? 

outside cafes sports buildings 
Footpaths outside cafēs /restaurants /shops  
Out door areas for dining and snacks. The public have to walk through theses areas. 
Include infront of medical centres, doctors practices, pharmacies. Reason: people who are unwell 
need to go for treatment. 
Include footpaths in central business districts and outdoor dining/ drinking on or adjacent to 
these. Reason: where everyone needs to go, including children. Alcohol and coffee are strongly 
linked to tobacco use. 
Include inside and infront of public toilets. Reason: we all need to use these. 
All public places in the district 
All public areas. 
Walking around schools or Playcentre’s or Kindy’s etc 
Near or at public eating places putside cafes 
No 
be great if all privately owned sports facilities are also encouraged to be 'smokefree' 
On the Main Streets of our towns. 
Schools and Under 18 events..I.e skating in Waihi or Community Church Events, the Town Streets. 
The beach. The CBD.  

 

 

Our draft policy encourages public events to be smokefree and vapefree, do you agree?      

YES    18 NO    4 
 

Comments 

The lack of this deters us from attending outdoor public events. 
It depends or where the event was, if indoors yes sure but outdoors come on HDC don't you have 
better things to be working on. Like the speed limits down Barry Road, Kenny Street and Roycroft 
st.. The drug houses and dealing happening right under your noses...  
One again, there is no risk posed to the public by people vaping anywhere. At worst vapers should 
be encouraged to be considerate of others. 
I understand that public do find it difficult to stop smoking - so there will need to be small 
approved zones where they can smoke and vape 
This is a hard one, because it's like almost making cigarettes illegal..not everyone has yet learned 
the skills nor have the resources to deal with such an impact (e.g 80+yr old, well lived Great 
Nanny, Maori, Hard, Honest Worker, still strong in the mind, but fragile body, her only treat is her 
'smoking', please consider her era in time,  totally believe it would be best for her, but if her body 
has lived this way for so many decades, how could it, in it's now state, handle the control and 
change?Such Restrictions of Smoking*exaggerating iknow*sorry!) restricting of Smoking could 
cause quite a bit of backlash, I think keeping things fair in regards to where, people smoke? could 
support all affected?xx 
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Any other comments? 

Second hand smoke is just as bad as smoking. Vaporing has chemicals in it and is probably just as 
bad. 
Now we need to lobby TCDC to do the same. Imagine "Smokefree Aotearoa 2025" 
All the best for making this a reality. Good luck with policing too, big job I hope it get enforced and 
not ignored. 
Having watched someone die from respiratory failure is all need to say time for change and for a  
better future. 
Vaping is a great way for people to give up smoking and does not affect third parties.  The vape is 
also non offensive and doesnt smell. 
Much of the irritation caused by vapers is as a result of "cloud chasing" ie vapers who use high 
power devices to generate large quantities of vapour that some people find unnerving. While this 
practice may look odd it is neither dangerous nor the norm. the vast majority of vapers are ex 
smokers taking a positive step to a healthier lifestyle. the vast majority of these people are also 
very considerate and I would say that most of them can easily vape in public without anyone 
noticing. I believe that including vaping in this policy is unnecessarily heavy handed and probably 
unenforceable, and sends completely the wrong message to smokers considering vaping as an 
alternative to combustible cigarettes. 

 
2. GENERAL COMMENTS (via email) 
 

This sounds like a great proposal. 
I am contacting you regarding the Hauraki District Council’s draft Smoke Free and Vape Free policy 
on behalf of Aotearoa Vapers’ Community Advocacy (AVCA). AVCA is run by volunteers and 
funded solely by the community. AVCA is committed to reducing smoking in New Zealand and 
supports the government’s Smokefree 2025 goal. 
Public Health England and the Royal College of Physicians have both reviewed the literature about 
vaping and have concluded that it is at least 95% safer than smoking combustible cigarettes. 
Public Health England has also recommended that smoking bans should not equate to automatic 
vaping bans. England’s Stoptober campaigns recommend vaping as a way to stop smoking. Links 
to both the Public Health England and Royal College of Physicians reports are provided below. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-
estimates-landmark-review 
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/rcp-statement-e-cigarettes 
Vaping is not smoking, no smoke particles are emitted because nothing is combusted in the act of 
vaping. The danger from smoking comes entirely from the products of combustion. The vapour 
itself has been extensively studied and no evidence has been found of any harmful chemicals in 
the vapour and ambient air at a level that would harm bystanders. Two such studies are linked 
below for your perusal.  
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23033998 
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-14-18 
When the Auckland City Council reviewed of its outdoor smoking policy it decided not to include 
vaping in order to avoid confusion and to promote harm reduction. Our own Ministry of Health 
states… “The Ministry of Health believes e-cigarettes have the potential to make a contribution to 
the Smokefree 2025 goal and could disrupt the significant inequities that are present. The 
potential of e-cigarettes to help improve public health depends on the extent to which they can 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/e-cigarettes-around-95-less-harmful-than-tobacco-estimates-landmark-review
https://www.rcplondon.ac.uk/news/rcp-statement-e-cigarettes
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/23033998
http://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1471-2458-14-18
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act as a route out of smoking for New Zealand’s 550,000 daily smokers, without providing a route 
into smoking for children and non-smokers.  
Recent decisions taken by Government have increased the focus on harm reduction with an aim 
to support smokers to switch to significantly less harmful products like e-cigarettes.” 
http://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/preventative-health-wellness/tobacco-control/e-cigarettes 
The Hauraki District Council is in a position to improve the health of its residents by supporting 
and encouraging smokers to switch to this much safer alternative to smoking. Including vaping in 
smoking bans sends a message to smokers and the general public that vaping and smoking are 
equally harmful which has the perverse effect of protecting the tobacco industry by keeping 
adults smoking. 
To whom it may concern.I would need to see public areas of our community to be smoke free for 
my health's sake and others.. Since I was a new born baby I have suffered from  respiratory 
problems, ie bronchial/asthma, off and on over the years. I am now 57 years old and find myself 
suffering more often and worse, When I am exposed to cigarette smoke, my illness is triggered or 
made worse. Therefore I keep away from this sort of environment with the people i associate 
with. However, when I am out in public, when I just get one whiff of cigarette smoke, i become 
instantly ill. I have learnt to look ahead and sideways now when walking in public to protect my 
health. When I do see someone smoking or vaping, I take necessary steps to avoid breathing it in. 
ie I either hold my breath and rush forward past them or go in a different direction, usually 
crossing the road. Whenever I am out seeking food and I see someone outside the food premises I 
had intended to go to. I do not enter and go elsewhere, For me, breathing these toxins in causes 
nausea, headache, inability to think straight. loss of appetite, breathing problems and sometimes 
it triggers am asthma. attack. Sometimes I cannot avoid the exposure because I am not aware of it 
until it is too late and I start feeling very ill, then I look around to see where the smoke is coming 
from. This is not obvious;y just about me. how do you tell a baby, or even toddler to hold their 
breath? how can an elderly person hold their breath and walk fast to get away from that 
poisonous exposure? i have a business here in Waihi and over the last 11 years I have witnessed 
many people smoking outside my premises and then chuck the butt on the ground, which I have 
gone along and picked up later, I have also had to quickly close my shop door to avoid getting sick, 
although sometimes I have not been near the door and it is too late, the smoke has come in and 
affected me and sometimes my customers. In the summer it has been too hot to close the 
door.  May I please have an official notice for my premises from council, telling people with this 
behaviour.to please not do it.  

 

 

http://www.health.govt.nz/our-work/preventative-health-wellness/tobacco-control/e-cigarettes
http://behaviour.to/
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3. FACEBOOK COMMENTS 
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