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District Profile 
The Hauraki District contains a diversity of land, communities and economies. Our location puts us in the ‘golden 
triangle’ between Auckland, Tauranga and Hamilton, and provides for a number of potential business opportunities to 
settle within our district. Due to the flow on effects of the growth pressures facing Auckland, Hamilton and Tauranga, 
in the past five years we have seen more people moving into our district than previous years, and added demand for 
new houses. With our active support of economic development initiatives, we are expecting our local economy to 
continue to perform well and our local population to keep growing. 

Our Home 

Our land 
Our district sits at the south of Te Tara o te Ika o Maui – the barb of the fish of Maui. 
It is geographically diverse and stretches from the shelly beaches of the 
Wharekawa Coast (Kaiaua and Pūkorokoro-Miranda) along the Firth of Thames in 
Tῑkapa Moana (the Hauraki Gulf) to the white sandy beaches of the Pacific Ocean 
at Whiritoa. Between lies the rich reclaimed dairy lands of the Hauraki Plains, the 
rugged beauty of the Karangahake Gorge and Kaimai/Coromandel ranges, and the 
rolling farmlands of the Golden Valley. We sit within the rohe of the iwi of Hauraki 
which stretches from Matakana in the north to Matakana Island in the south.  
 
The Hauraki District Council was formed in 1989 when the Hauraki Plains County, 
Ohinemuri County, Paeroa Borough and Waihi Borough Councils were combined 
as part of a major restructuring of local government within New Zealand. The 
Wharekawa Coast became part of the Hauraki District in 2010 when the Auckland 
Council was formed. 
 
We are part of the Waikato region and are located within New Zealand’s economic 
‘golden triangle’ being only an hour drive from the cities of Auckland, Hamilton and 
Tauranga. Our total area is 1,269 square kilometres, and our estimated population 
at June 2020 was 21,4001. We may have less than 1% of New Zealand’s population, 
but we have a lot of natural, cultural and historic taonga to look after. The Kopuatai 
Peat Dome and the Pūkorokoro-Miranda area on the Firth of Thames are 
recognised by the Ramsar Convention as wetlands of international importance. 
Another area of natural beauty, the Karangahake Gorge, is visited by over 130,000 
people a year who wish to experience the significant natural, cultural and historic 
features of the area and ride the historic Goldfields Railway. The iconic Hauraki Rail 
Trail traverses our district from Kaiaua through the Karangahake Gorge to Waihi, 
and connects us to our neighbours and the towns of Thames and Te Aroha.  
 
The clear waters of the rugged Ohinemuri River flow through the Karangahake 
Gorge until Paeroa where it joins with the Waihou River. The Waihou River 
originates from the Mamaku Ranges (close to Rotorua) and flows past the towns of 
Putaruru, Te Aroha and Paeroa before draining into the Firth of Thames. The Piako 
River originates in the ranges west of Matamata and flows through the Hauraki 
Plains, also draining into the Firth of Thames.  
 
 
 

                                                                        
1 Statistics New Zealand, Hauraki District Council estimated usually resident population as at 30 June 2020. 
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Wards 
Our district is divided into three wards; Waihi, Paeroa, and the Plains. Each ward has a main town and surrounding rural 
land and smaller rural settlements2. These ward areas are shown on the map below. Our three most populated towns 
are Paeroa, Ngatea and Waihi. 
 

 

Waihi the ‘town with a heart of gold’ features a large open cast gold mine and adjacent 

walking track right in the middle of town. The historic Cornish Pump House overlooks the 
main street where the annual Beach Hop warm-up party is held. The beach village of Whiritoa 
sits on the eastern coast of the Coromandel Peninsula. 

 

Paeroa is ‘world famous in New Zealand’ as the home of the L&P soft drink and is also 

renowned as a great place to seek out antiques with many antique and op-shops lining the 
main street. Annual events such as the Highland Tattoo attract thousands of visitors each 
year. The Ohinemuri river flows through the Paeroa ward and joins to the Waihou river north 
of the town. 

 

The Hauraki Plains also have a unique recent history as the area was drained and cleared 

of swamp lands through a huge land drainage programme which started in the early 1900’s. 
Ngatea is the centre of hockey in the Thames Valley and is packed with people once a year 
for the Ngatea garage sale. The Wharekawa Coast is on the western side of Tikapa Moana 
and is home to ‘famous’ tiny arctic tern, which makes the longest migration of any animal in 
the world.  

 

A map of the Hauraki District 

 
  

                                                                        
2 Statistics New Zealand use when grouping data. 
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Our people 
At the 2018 Census people were able to note all 
ethnicities they identified with. 18 out of 20 people 
in our population identified as European and around 
23% of people said they identified as Māori, 

compared with 17% for New Zealand. Te Reo Māori was spoken by nearly 5% 
of our population which is slightly higher than the national average of 4%. Our 
district has a higher than national average percentage of European and Māori 
population with less Pacific, Asian and ‘other’ ethnicities, however we are 
becoming more diverse as our population grows. 
 
The traditional Hauraki region is from Matakana in the North to Ngā Kuri ā 
Whārei (located near Bowentown), the Iwi of Hauraki within this area are: 
Ngāti Hako, Ngāi Tai ki Tāmaki, Ngāti Hei, Ngāti Maru, Ngāti Paoa, Ngāti 
Porou ki Hauraki, Ngāti Pūkenga, Ngāti Rāhiri Tumutumu, Ngāti Tamaterā, 
Ngāti Tara Tokanui, Ngāti Whanaunga and Te Patukirikiri. They are collectively 
and individually in the process of negotiating treaty settlements with the 
Crown. When the settlement has been agreed and proposed as law, we will 
know more about the greater role our iwi will have in governance and 
conservation in their rohe (area). We’ll continue to work with Hauraki Iwi into 
the future for the benefit of our district.  
 
In 2018 our residents’ median annual household income was $63,100, which is 

lower than the national average of $89,100.  69% of households in our district 

own their home or hold it in a family trust. This is higher than the national 

average of 65%. In 2018, 7% of our population lived in overcrowded homes, 

compared with 11% of the New Zealand population. While our average 

residential house price is still lower than our neighbouring districts and cities, 

our house values have increased on average 13% each year since 2015 to reach 

an average value of $457,000 in 2019. Weekly rent has increased on average 

7.7% each year since 2015 to reach an average of $347 per week in 2019. 3 The 

cost of housing is a large component of household spending. When we take 

into consideration our household earnings and house prices, we are no longer 

considered such an affordable place to live as we were five years ago. 

We have a focus on improving the economic and social wellbeing of the 

community where we’re able to so our residents have jobs, liveable income 

levels, and the resources needed to achieve a better standard of living. This is 

important to us because parts of our district are more deprived4 compared to 

other parts of New Zealand. The towns of Waihi, Paeroa and the area of 

Hauraki Plains South (including Kerepehi) have a deprivation value of 9 on a 

scale of 1-10, which means they are in the most 20 per cent of socio-

economically deprived areas in New Zealand. This is an improvement since 

2013 when both Paeroa and Waihi had a rating of 10, meaning they were in the 

top 10 per cent of areas with the most deprived scores. 25% of our school 

population attend low decile schools (1 and 2).5   

                                                                        
3 http://webrear.mbie.govt.nz/summary/new-zealand?accessedvia=waikato&areatype=ta 
4 NZDep2006 NZDep2013 and NZDep2018 Index of socio-economic deprivation, University of Otago. 
5 www.educationcounts.govt.nz 
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Our industry  
Gross domestic product6 (GDP) in our district measured $1,055 million in 2019, a 2.2% growth on 2018 
figures. New Zealand’s GDP was $297,894 million, a 3.0% growth on 2018 figures.  We have advantages 
against the national economy in gold ore mining, dairy cattle farming, beef cattle farming, meat and 

meat product manufacturing and agricultural support services. Primary industries account for the largest proportion 
of gross domestic product in our district (40%), which is higher than in the national economy (7%). Among broad 
industries7 mining was the largest in our district in 2019, accounting for 22% of total GDP, with agriculture, forestry and 
fishing coming in second (19%), followed by 
manufacturing (6%), health care and social 
assistance (6%) and rental, hiring and real 
estate services (6%). Since the opening of the 
Hauraki Rail Trail cycleway in 2013 our 
district has seen an increase in tourism 
spend. In 2009 and 2010 tourism spend was 
$52 million. In 2019 it reached $91 million and 
contributed to 4% of our district’s GDP. 
 
Although a ‘broad industry’ may be growing 
rapidly, if it is small relative to a region's total 
economy its contribution to overall GDP 
growth may also be small. Taking into 
account their relative sizes, the broad 
industries that contributed the largest to the 
overall growth of our district’s economy to 
March 2019 were mining, followed by health 
care and social assistance, and agriculture, 
forestry and fishing, then retail trade and 
public administration. 
 
We have more people employed in our district that are self-employed (24%) than the New Zealand average (16%). 
Since 2000 there has been a steady decrease in the self-employed rate in the district, when it was 38% in Hauraki and 
20% in New Zealand. Growth in the number of business units gives us an indication of entrepreneurial activity. In 2019 
there were 2,832 business units recorded in our district, up 0.4% from a year earlier. Over the last ten years the biggest 

growth in business units occurred in 
construction and rental, hiring and real 
estate services (66 units each) followed by 
financial and insurance services (39 units).   
 
The average annual unemployment rate in 
the district for 2019 was 4.4%, compared 
with New Zealand’s rate of 4.3%. We had 
15% of our young people aged 15-24 years 
not in education, employment or training 
(NEET rate) compared to 12% in New 
Zealand. In 2019 we had 7,699 filled jobs in 
our district, up 1.9% from 2018. 18% of those 
jobs (1,385 people) were in primary 
industries, compared with 4% in mining. 
Since 2009 the most jobs creation has 
occurred in accommodation and food 
services, health care and social assistance, 
and public administration.  

                                                                        
6 GDP is the total value of goods produced and services provided by all people and companies in the country during one year. In this 
profile, Gross Domestic Product is estimated in 2019 prices. 
7 There are 54 specific industry groups, which are grouped into 21 broad industry groups. 

Mining
22%

Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fishing
19%

Unallocated
8%

Manufacturing
6%

Health Care 
and Social 
Assistance 6%

Rental, Hiring 
and Real Estate 
Services 6%

Owner-Occupied 
Property Operation
5%

Construction
5%

Retail trade
4%

All others
19%

Industry proportion of GDP in 2019
(by broad industry type)

Agriculture, 
Forestry and 
Fishing
18%

Health Care 
and Social 
Assistance
12%

Construction
10%

Retail Trade
9%

Education and 
Training 8%

Manufacturing
8%

Accommodation and 
Food Services 7%

Professional, 
Scientific and 
Technical 
Services
4%

Mining
4%

All Others
20%

Proportion of filled jobs in 2019
(by broad industry type)



District Profile  |  5 

 

Our economy 
There is still uncertainty about the longer term effects of the 
Covid-19 pandemic, however the economic rebound in New 
Zealand in the September 2020 quarter has set us on a more 

optimistic course than initially forecast. Sustained export activity, combined 
with New Zealanders opening their wallets to domestic tourism, new cars, 
and home improvements, has buoyed confidence that the New Zealand 
economy will emerge from Covid-19 less impacted than other parts of the 
world.  
 
Hauraki District’s economy has also shown a strong rebound in activity in the 
September 2020 quarter. Provisional estimates show a 3.0% per annum rise 
in economic activity (GDP) over the quarter, limiting the year-end decline to 
-0.4% per annum. Growth was higher than the New Zealand average year-
end decline of -3.3%.  
 
Households remain willing to spend on the whole, with a 6.3% per annum rise 
in consumer spending in the September quarter and local monthly spend 
rebounding to pre-Covid levels.  However, this spending hasn’t been enough 
to make up for the lack of spending earlier in 2020, with spending since 
January still 5% below 2019 levels. Car and commercial vehicle registrations 
are up, reinforcing the underlying economic momentum and the number of 
property listings and sales has returned to pre-Covid levels.  
 
With New Zealand’s borders remaining closed to all but essential travellers, 
returning citizens and residents, tourism expenditure continued to decline 
across New Zealand. The annual visitor spend in Hauraki was $82 million in 
the year to September 2020. Total tourism expenditure in the district 
decreased by -9.9% ($9 million) on 2019 spending, compared with a decrease 
of -16.5% in New Zealand.  
 
105 new dwelling consents were issued in the district in 2019/20, down 
slightly on 2018/19 when 119 were issued. There is an expectation at the 
national level that there will be a slowing in the construction activity as a 
result of Covid-19, however we are yet to experience that in the district.  
 
Mining activity in the district has continued to shift ahead and the primary 
sector is proving resilient as New Zealand’s trade activity continues. 
Fonterra’s recent upwards revision to the farmgate milk price will help, with 
the 2020/21 pay-out expected to bring $251 million into the local economy. 
 
We have seen an increase of 292 people receiving Jobseeker Support since 
January 2020, with 1,019 recipients at September 2020 and 13 people on the 
Covid-19 Income Relief Payment. That is a 23% increase since September 
2019, which is lower than the national increase of 27%.  In total, over 204,000 
New Zealanders are on a Jobseeker Support benefit up over 61,000 from 
September 2019. The labour market hit from Covid-19 has been less severe 
in our district than originally thought, with fewer job losses than forecast. 
However, across New Zealand data shows some workers are still employed 
but working fewer hours, whereas others are out of a job, but not looking for 
a new role yet.  
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Our Future 

Our population8 
After a period of minimal population growth between 2006 
and 2013, the district experienced relatively strong 
population growth between 2013 and 2018. In five years the 
district population grew by 12.4% to reach 20,022 at the 2018 

Census. This growth has mainly been driven by more people moving into our 
district than those moving out, as opposed to a natural increase (more births 
than deaths) rate. The increase is likely to have occurred in part because of 
high national migration and inflated property prices in nearby districts and 
cities.  
 
At June 2020 the estimated population was 21,400 people and we are 
expecting that the district will continue to experience population growth for 
the next 30 years. However, due to COVID-19 border closures and the 
uncertainty about what that means for national net migration figures we 
have planned for the next ten years using the medium growth scenario, as 
opposed to the high growth scenario. The assumption is population growth 
will continue in the district, however at a slower rate than between 2013 and 
2018. It is projected that at 1 June 2021 our population will be 21,520 and will 
reach 22,750 by 2031. That’s an increase of 5.6% or 1,230 people over the ten-
year period of the Long Term Plan. 
 
In the longer term, 2031-2051, we have undertaken our infrastructure 
planning based on the high growth scenario, because we believe people from 
other areas in New Zealand will continue to move to our district and 
international net migration will recover. We need to be able to readily cater 
for this growth and we do not want to underinvest in our infrastructure. 
Under the high growth scenario, by 2051 it is projected that our population 
will reach 24,200, an increase of 1,450 people from the estimated June 2031 
population. Our population growth will start to slow after 2031, but is not 
projected to stop over the next thirty years. 
 
From 2021 to 2031 we expect population growth to be spread across the 
district, with only the areas of Kaiaua, Pūkorokoro-Miranda and Hauraki 
Plains North projected to decline in population. Between 2021 and 2031 
Paeroa’s population is projected to grow by 400 people, Waihi by 330 people 
and Ngatea by 100 people.  
 
With almost a quarter of our population over 65 years, we have an ‘aging 
population’ when compared to the national average of 15%. We will continue 
to have a greater number of older people living in our district for the next 30 
years, despite the national projection that by 2045 the grandchildren of the 
baby boomer generation will outnumber the baby boomers themselves. 
 
With an older population it is common that the number of people living in 
each household decreases. In 2006 there was an average of 2.5 people living 
in each home in our district and this is expected to decrease to 2.1 people by 
2051.  

                                                                        
8 The projection data in this section was produced by Infometrics Limited for the Council. 
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Our dwellings 
Growth in dwelling numbers can be driven by an 
increase in population and/or a demand for holiday 

homes. It can also occur if more homes are needed to 
house less people per dwelling e.g. because of an ageing population. Due to 
continued population growth we’re seeing a steady number of building 
consents for new homes being lodged and ongoing interest in our district’s 
housing market.  
 
Under the medium growth scenario, in 2021 it is projected the Hauraki 
District will have 10,220 dwellings and this will increase to 10,990 dwellings 
by 2031. That’s an average increase of 77 dwellings per annum. After 2031 
the growth in dwelling numbers slows in line with the slowing of population 
growth. By 2051 it is projected our district will have 11,820 dwellings, an 
annual average increase of 41 dwellings from 2031 to 2051. 
 
Over the ten years of this plan the district is projected to have 770 additional 
dwellings, with 142 in Paeroa, 178 in Waihi and 58 in Ngatea. The remainder 
of new dwellings are expected to be built in the smaller settlements and rural 
areas. The proportion of occupied dwellings (that means dwellings that are 
usually lived in and not for example holiday homes) has remained relatively 
stable, increasing from 88% at the 2013 Census to 90% at the 2018 Census. 
We expect this to remain constant over the period of this plan. 
 
 

Our rating units 
Our district has various types of rating units; residential, 
residential lifestyle, rural industry, commercial and 
industrial, mineral related and ‘other’. Rating unit 

growth is driven by the economy, population growth and other changes in 
demographics and lifestyle patterns. 
 
In 2021 it is projected our district will have 10,995 rating units. Over the ten-
year period of this plan it is projected that the number of rateable units will 
increase by an average of 90 per annum, reaching 11,890 by 2031. By 2051, 
it is projected that the number of rating units in our district will reach 13,220. 
That’s an annual average increase of 66 rating units per year. 
 
The majority of the projected increase in rating units over the next 30 years 
is in the residential and residential lifestyle rating unit categories. This is 
because the district’s growth in rating units closely follows the growth trend 
in the number of dwellings in the district. In 2021 residential and residential 
lifestyle properties are projected to account for 77% of the district rating 
units. However this is expected to decrease by 2051, when 71% of the rating 
units are projected to be residential and residential lifestyle properties. This 
is linked to a slowing of population growth, but a steady growth in the 
number of commercial and industrial rating units. 
 
 
For further information on our district please see the Statistics New Zealand 
website www.stats.govt.nz or our Infometrics Community and Economic 
Profiles on our Business Hauraki web page www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/business-hauraki/ 
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