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Significant negative effects 
Our services are provided to maintain or improve the wellbeing of our communities. While our services and activities 
make positive contributions, sometimes they can also cause negative effects on our communities. The following 
table provides an outline of the significant negative effects we’ve identified for our activities. 
 

Activity Significant negative effects 

All activities 
 Ongoing expenditure and increasing costs of service, compliance with national standards and 

policy initiatives are invariably passed onto the ratepayer. 

Governance and 
leadership 

 The difficulty of balancing the needs and wants of differing sectors of the community, including 
residents versus out-of-District ratepayers. 

 Interest groups may dominate decision-making processes. 

Iwi Liaison   The difficulty of balancing the needs and wants of differing sectors of the community, including 
residents versus out-of-District ratepayers. 

Policy development  Policy can sometimes be of advantage to some individuals or groups at the expense of others. 

 It is expected that by not addressing climate change, we will have an adverse effect on the 
environment. 

Land transport  There can be conflict between the use of the environment for the construction, maintenance and 
ongoing use of the land transport network and cultural values. 

 During construction, physical works will generate dust, noise, vibration and inconvenience through 
delays, having a negative effect on the community and users.  

 Pollutants and sediments can wash off roads into the neighbouring ecosystems, having a negative 
effect on the receiving environment. 

Water supply Environmental: 

 The public water supply draws water from the rivers and streams within our district. This reduces 
the flow in the streams and is perceived to have negative environmental effects on this resource. 

 Economic cost of operating the water supply activity in a manner that reduces the environmental 
impact, and complies with environmental standards and resource consents. 

Economic:  

 Competition for water rights with other industries. 

 More expensive to comply with standards. 

 Major expenditure required to build and maintain infrastructure. 

 Some people expect water to be free 

 The costs of the water supply span more than one generation. If not carefully and responsibly 
managed and apportioned one generation could benefit at the expense of another. 

Cultural: 

 Potential conflicts between use of the resource and cultural values. 

Social:  

 The ease with which clean water that is safe to drink is obtained by people connected to the public 
water supply, can lead to wasteful use. 

Wastewater Environmental: 

 Negative effects on the environment, such as from spills, could occur as a result of non-compliance 
with consent conditions, or natural disasters.  

 Possible wastewater overflows during rain events can result in contamination of stormwater 
systems and downstream waterways.  
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 If the ingress of heavy rainfall and / or groundwater becomes excessive, public wastewater 
networks can overflow diluted sewerage into the environment, if the network doesn’t have 
sufficient capacity. 

Economic: 

 The costs of the wastewater infrastructure can span more than one generation. If not carefully and 
responsibly managed and apportioned one generation could benefit at the expense of another. 

Cultural:  

 Potential conflicts between disposal of treated wastewater and cultural values. 

Social:  

 No negative social effects arising from the provision of a public wastewater service are foreseen. 

Land drainage Environmental: 

 Loss of natural wetland habitat 

 Peat shrinkage and lowering of water table 

 Reduction of bio-diversity 

 Pollution with fertilisers and other pollution 

 Land drainage leads to more ground settlement. 

 Over drainage of sensitive soils.  

Economic: 

 Some productive land lost to the protection of drainage channels 

 Increased maintenance and pumping costs 

 Intensive farming negates diversity options  

 Legislation changes and consequent cost 

Cultural: 

 Lost or destroyed historic environment 

Social: 

 Intensive farming negates diversity options 

 Employment options limited 

Stormwater Environmental: 

 The stormwater system discharges water to the rivers and streams of the district. This discharge 
may contain residual pollutants. 

 Water quality could potentially be affected by stormwater runoff from roads and land contains 
contaminants and sediments which eventually reach waterways. 

 The stormwater reticulation concentrates discharge to a single point source, which may cause 
erosion of the receiving channels. 

Economic: 

 The cost of piping open drains is high and the consequential increase in depreciation funding is 
more expensive than maintaining open drains. 

Cultural: 

 Stormwater could potentially be captured and conveyed to a different catchment. 

 Potential conflict between discharge to water and cultural values. 

Social: 

 Points of entry to the reticulation could present a danger to people or traffic. 

Solid waste  There are potential negative effects on the environment as waste is deposited to landfills. The 
landfill we use to deposit our refuse is fully consented and must meet the environmental standards 
that are set out in those consents. 

 Closed landfills can potentially have negative effects on the environment and public health and 
require long term monitoring and control which has ongoing cost implications. 
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Activity Significant negative effects 

Community services Location and design of community facilities can attract anti-social behaviour such as vandalism, 
graffiti and bullying as well as litter, traffic congestion, and noise effects for surrounding residents. 

Pools:  

 The social wellbeing of individuals could be impacted by near-drowning, drowning incidents or 
perception of a danger of drowning. 

 The economic wellbeing of our community can be negatively impacted as the cost of pools is 
subsidised by rates.   

 Swimming pools are high energy and chemical users 

Hauraki Rail Trail:  

 Overcrowding on peak days in Karangahake on River Road forcing HRT visitors to park on narrow 
driveways. 

 The trail provides access to undesirable activities on the network: motorcycling, horse riding, and 
vandalism. 

 Increased amount of litter from the trail users. 

Halls:  

 Increase in Hall fees could have a negative economic impact.  

Community growth  Increased visitor numbers to scenic and heritage sites can have a negative impact on the 
environment. 

 Some developments within the district that benefit the economy and create jobs may negatively 
impact the environment. 

Regulatory  Some members of our communities may perceive the interpretation and delivery of rules and 
regulations/legislation to be restrictive and may limit growth. 

 Some members of the community may find the compliance costs unaffordable.  

Community 
protection 

 The requirements of alcohol and food licensing may be cost-restrictive to small businesses. 

 


