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Appendix A: Statement of Proposal, proposed Dog Control Policy 

and Draft Bylaw 

 

PORTFOLIO HOLDER/S Deputy Mayor Milner 

Regulatory Policy portfolio 

MEETING DATE Wednesday, 10 February 2021 

SUBJECT Dog Control Policy and Bylaw review – Statement of 

Proposal and proposed Policy and Bylaw 

SUMMARY | TE WHAKARĀPOPOTANGA 

 The Council is required to have a Dog Control Policy as per section 10 of the Dog Control 

Act 1996. 

 A Dog Control Bylaw is required to enforce rules in the district around Dog Control.  

 The Council’s Dog Control Policy 2016 is scheduled for review by July 2021 and it is seen 

as appropriate to review the policy and bylaw at the same time to ensure they align. 

 Council has chosen to review the policy and bylaw early in 2021 to reduce consultation 

fatigue with the programmed LTP timeframes.  

 The statement of proposal, proposed policy and bylaw (Appendix A) based on the 

working party recommendations has been prepared for consultation with the community. 

 Options and issues considered by the working party have been included in the report 

including recommending changes to the policy and bylaw: 

o Minor administrative updates to the policy and bylaw 

o Responses received to the ‘Dog Exercise Area Survey’ undertaken from 5-17 

January 2021. Including the consideration of existing and additional/ alternate dog 

exercise areas 

 The proposed option is to undertake a special consultative procedure with the Statement 

of Proposal, proposed policy and bylaw (Appendix A) from 12 February to 12 March 

2021. 
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RECOMMENDATION | TE WHAIKUPU 

THAT the report be received. 

 

THAT the Council pursuant to the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Local Government Act 2002 

adopts the Statement of Proposal, proposed Dog Control Policy and Bylaw for consultation and, 

 

THAT the Council considers these decisions to be significant under its Significance and 

Engagement Policy 2020 and, 

 

THAT the Council approves the special consultative procedure be undertaken from 12 February 

2021 to 12 March 2021. 

 

1 PURPOSE | TE ARONGA 

To present the Statement of Proposal, proposed Dog Control Policy and Bylaw for approval for 

consultation. 

 

2 BACKGROUND | TE KŌRERO Ā MUA 

Dog Control Act 1996 

Pursuant to section 10 of the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) Council must adopt a policy in 

respect to dogs in its District. There is no legislative timeframe outlined in the Act for the 

review of a dog control policy but Council has scheduled the next review by July 2021. 

 

Previous reviews of the Dog Control Policy 

Council first adopted a Policy on dog control in 2004. The Policy was reviewed in 2007 and 

2016 with amendments in 2011 and 2013. The last review focused on specific dog control 

areas where amendments were proposed. 

 

Current review 

Council determined at its 26 November 2020 meeting to form a working party for the review of 

its Dog Control Policy and Bylaw. The working party met on the 9 December 2020 and directed 

staff to undertake a survey of our district’s dog (off-leash) exercise areas. 

 

An online survey was undertaken from 5 – 17 January 2021 with promotions that included two 

dog prize packs and an additional prize pack for the winner of a photo competition ‘Hauraki’s 

next top dog’. These promotions were well received by the community with 108 responses to 

the survey and 90 dog photos entered in the competition. The survey was through our ‘We 

need to talk’ page and advertised on Facebook, Instagram and our website.  

 

The responses to the survey were summarised and presented to the working party on the 27 

January 2021, where they also considered the proposed policy and bylaw. Recommendations 

of changes to the exercise area’s in response to the survey have been presented in this report 

and included in the Statement of Proposal, proposed policy and bylaw.  
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3 THE ISSUES | NGĀ TAKE 

3.1  Administrative updates  

There are minor administrative updates, which have been included in the proposed Policy and 

Bylaw (Appendix A). These include: 

 references to the new policy/bylaw. 

 removing references to the revoked consolidated bylaw. 

 updating reference to the new community outcomes. 

3.2  Dog Exercise Area’s 

There were 108 responses to the dog exercise area survey run from the 5-17 January 2021. A 

summary of the responses are included in the tables below, broken down into general/district 

responses and then by ward considering existing exercise areas and options to consider for 

additional dog exercise areas. 

 

Any changes which require cost will be additional to proposed budgets and require costing to 

be done before being included as a staff submission to the Long Term Plan or considered as 

part of future proposed Annual Plans. Things like fencing, dog bins and signage are outside of 

the scope of the policy and bylaw review but worth considering as part of the wider discussion 

about dog areas. 

 

There were some general district wide themes that have been considered below: 

3.2.1 Signage 

Staff/working party considerations 

Additional or improved signage for dog exercise area’s was raised as an issue at nearly all 

existing exercise areas. Staff consider generally there are sufficient signs but they are 

probably due to be updated and made more informative.  

 

The exception is Whiritoa Beach where additional signage may be required at some beach 

entrances. Staff consider it is appropriate to have one larger sign near the Whiritoa Surf Club 

with all the rules available and smaller signs at the beach entrances with a link to the 

website or QR code which would take people to the rules. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

1. Replace existing signage at dog exercise areas once the review of the Policy and Bylaw 

is complete to reflect any changes made. 

2. Consider the use of website links or a QR code on signage to direct people towards the 

full rules on our website. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.2 Dog bins and disposable bags 

Staff/working party considerations 

Additional dog bins with disposal bags were a request at most exercise areas. There is at 

least one or more dog bins at our existing exercise areas. The amount of bins are considered 

sufficient by staff for the areas we have. There is a nationwide trend towards less rubbish 

bins on parks and reserves to help towards waste minimisation.  

 

Consideration could be given to a more regular collection of rubbish from these bins however 

per bin the cost for this is $3-$8 (dependent on location and travel time). 
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The request for disposal bags with the bins was something considered initially by Council 

and dismissed. This is in keeping with the reduction around the use of plastic bags in the 

environment. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

3. No changes to the dog bins and disposable bags, with the exception of where new dog 

exercise areas are established and a dog bin is required. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.3 Fencing 

Staff/working party considerations 

Fencing was an issue raised at almost every existing dog exercise area. There is concern 

from dog owners that with none of the exercise area’s fenced and most of them either in 

shared spaces and/or next to roads it is difficult to contain dogs within the designated areas.  

 

Staff agree that it may be appropriate to have some of the exercise areas fenced. There 

would be both an initial capital cost and an ongoing operational cost associated with this 

option that would need further costing done to consider feasibility. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

4. Once exercise area’s are adopted and established in the district that consideration be 

given to fencing/barriers at locations where it is deemed necessary.  

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.4 Dog parks/agility courses 

Staff/working party considerations 

There is a desire from dog owners to have more interactive exercise areas for dogs 

available. In recent years more council’s have been establishing a dog park within their 

districts. These include equipment/agility courses/ponds etc. that provide more 

entertainment and interest to the dog and their owner. These have been popular and well 

received in other districts. 

 

Respondents to the survey indicated they are travelling outside the district to use dog parks 

such as these.  

 

If dog parks were to be installed, there would be both an initial capital cost and an ongoing 

operational cost associated with this option that would need further costing to consider 

feasibility. There are also alternate ways to fund this option with community fundraising, 

sponsorship by local businesses or using local recycled goods (such as used tyres) as a way 

to reduce this cost to Council and the community. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

5. That the Council consider supporting any community initiatives for a dog park/agility 

course within the district. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 
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Waihi Ward 

3.2.5 Waihi South Reserve, Consol Street, Waihi 

Survey Feedback 

Nine respondents used this dog exercise area. Feedback on the area included: 

 A fenced exercise area would be ideal. 

 More dog bins with larger openings needed. 

 Rules clearly signposted are needed at exercise area’s for how to control your dog. 

 The area isn’t currently big enough or safe enough for dogs off leash. 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

Although this area is open onto the road (with bollards) it is not considered an exercise area 

appropriate to fence as it is a shared space with the neighbouring marae and daycare who 

use it regularly. 

 

One dog rubbish bin is deemed sufficient for this dog exercise area. Although additional 

collections of rubbish could be considered. 

 

Updated signs would be appropriate at this exercise area once the Policy and Bylaw review is 

complete along with the remainder of the District. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

6. No changes to this exercise area. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

  

3.2.6 Morgan Park, Waihi 

(behind the netball courts only, excluding the children’s playground and the sports fields.) 

Survey Feedback 

18 respondents used this exercise area. Feedback on the area included: 

• A fenced exercise area would be ideal particularly as it’s close to a children’s playground. 

• More dog bins with disposable bags are needed. 

• Extend the exercise area. 

• Signage showing where off and on leash areas area. 

• Dog park equipment. 

• Deal with rabbit holes. 

• Freedom Camping has led to human defecation around the trees. 

• Water bowl/fountain for dogs to drink from. 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

There is an option to fence a portion of Morgan Park to have an off leash dog exercise area. 

It could be a solution as this is a shared space with various other sporting and recreation 

activities happening on the reserve including freedom camping. There is concern that this 

exercise area is largely undefined and dogs are often in parts of the reserve they shouldn’t 

be. However this would need to be considered as part of the larger plans by the Waihi Sport 

n Action Trust for the reserve. There would be an initial and ongoing cost associated with 

this option.  
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One dog bin is deemed sufficient for this dog exercise area. Although additional collections of 

rubbish could be considered. 

 

Updated signs would be appropriate at this exercise area once Policy and Bylaw review is 

complete along with the rest of the District. 

 

One respondent raised the issue of rabbits on the reserve and the holes left by them. The 

parks and reserves team are not aware of any issue of rabbits on this reserve nor rabbit 

holes. 

 

 

Working Party recommendation 

7. No changes to this exercise area. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.7 Whiritoa Beach 

(including the lagoon, but excluding the southern end of the beach which is defined as south of 

the beach access off Moray Place.) 

 

Off-leash from December 20 to March 1 the following year and including all public holiday 

weekends throughout the year, between the hours of 7pm to 9am the following day. Note: 

Outside these hours but within these dates’ this area is prohibited to dogs. 

 

Off-leash from March 2 to December 19 the same year, but excluding public holiday weekends, 

between the hours of 3pm to 10am the following day. Note: Outside these hours but within 

these dates dogs must be on a lead in this area. 

 

Survey Feedback 

36 respondents used this exercise area. Feedback on area included: 

 Additional signage showing hours dogs are allowed on the beach – particularly at Tuna 

Place where there is none and that all signs include south end restrictions. 

 Specific off / on leash time based on the seasons on Whiritoa Beach are great. 

 A nationally consistent standard for beach off/on leash time. 

 Since dogs have been banned from the south end of the beach, the number of dotterel 

nests have decreased and increased in the north end where dogs are allowed. 

 Allow a small section of the beach or lagoon that is available during the day for dogs to 

be able to swim during summer. 

 Time limits are too restrictive all the way to March when it has already quietened down. 

Should just be from Christmas Eve for three weeks.  

 Extend hours dogs are able to be on the beach. 

 Suggested hours changes by various respondents: 9am – 4pm or 9:00am to 5:30pm or 

9:00am to 6:00pm. 

 Make a window of time dogs can swim on the beach from 1-3pm. 

 Winter hours are too restrictive. 

 Suggested having some hours dogs can be on leash on the beach during summer. 

 Additional doggy bins including at Kontiki Road beach access with bags available, Marlin 

Place and at Beach access left of the surf club. 

 Beach not accessible for some with physical disabilities. 

 More monitoring of the bylaw on the beach. 
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Staff/working party considerations 

Staff considered whether allowing an area of the beach or a window of time during the day 

that allows dogs on the beach over the peak period to swim. This would be largely 

problematic with the beach being busy during the day. This is not a recommended option. 

 

There was a lot feedback about the length of the peak period and hours available over this 

period for dogs off leash. Reducing the peak period and hours aligns more closely with what 

is happening at neighbouring beaches on the same coast (TCDC). This would be a 

compromise for dog owners, allowing them back on the beaches sooner once school 

holidays and Waitangi weekend is over. It also provides an additional hour of the day for 

them to be allowed to walk on the beach if the restriction was brought forward from 7:00pm 

to 6:00pm.  

 

Staff also considered the feedback as to whether the winter restrictions were necessary on 

dogs off leash on the beach. Currently the hours for off leash are before 10am and after 

3pm which still seems reasonable. It also provides a window of time of the beach for those 

who are uncomfortable with dogs off leash on the beach. 

 

The amount of existing dog rubbish bins is deemed sufficient for this dog exercise area. 

Although additional collections of rubbish could be considered. 

 

Updated signs would be appropriate at this exercise area once Policy and Bylaw review is 

complete. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

8. Reduce the peak period restrictions 20 Dec till 9 February 9:00am – 6:00pm. 

 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but 

excluding the southern end of the beach 

which is defined as south of the beach access 

off Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these 

dates’ this area is prohibited to dogs. 

Off-leash 

from December 20 to February 9 March 1 the 

following year and including all public holiday 

weekends throughout the year, between the 

hours of  7pm 6pm to 9am the following day.  

 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but 

excluding the southern end of the beach 

which is defined as south of the beach access 

off Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these 

dates dogs must be on a lead in this area. 

Off-leash 

from February 10 March 2 to December 19 

the same year, but excluding public holiday 

weekends, between the hours of 3pm to 

10am the following day 

 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon. 

Prohibited  
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Note: Outside these hours but within these 

dates dogs may be exercised off leash. 

from December 20 to February 9 March 1 the 

following year and including public holiday 

weekends between the hours of 9am to 6pm 

7pm the same day 

3.2.8 Banks Street, Waihi 

Survey Feedback 

 Seven respondents thought Waihi needed an additional area. Some areas were 

suggested: 

o something around the North/North West of Highway, people use the top field at 

college 

o around the pit  

o Gilmour Reserve including the river walkway 

 three respondents thought Karangahake needed an area. Some areas were suggested: 

o river walkway 

o reserve at the bottom of Reservoir Road 

 10 respondents thought Whiritoa needed an additional area: Some areas were 

suggested: 

o grass behind the tennis courts as a fenced off dog area 

o away from beaches (no dogs on beaches) 

o one that is accessible (beach is not accessible to everyone) 

 one respondent suggested an exercise area at Waimama 

 one respondent suggested an exercise area at Waikino 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

Additional area’s considered by staff and the working party included: 

 

Banks Street , Waihi 

Council owns this large parcel of land on Banks Street in Waihi. Part of which is currently 

leased for the riding of horses. However this is considered by staff to be a good option for 

fencing a portion of the reserve as a dog exercise area.  

 

Bulltown Road, Waihi 

Council has a large portion of land on the corner of Bulltown Road and William Street in 

Waihi. It is potentially an area that dog owners would have to drive to use. It is a large 

portion of open land that is unused that could be used as a dog exercise area. 

 

Area around the pit is owned predominately by the mine and therefore is not available for 

a dog exercise area. 

 

Gilmour Park is a shared space with children’s playground and a duck pond. It is not 

considered the best option for a dog exercise area. Dogs are currently allowed on the 

reserve and walkways on leash. 

 

Karangahake Gorge only three respondents indicated they wanted a dog exercise area. 

The options raised were not considered appropriate as they were not Council owned land.  

 

Whiritoa staff discussed the options for Whiritoa having a dog exercise area additional to 

the beach. However there had been previous engagement with this community regarding the 

use of other land for dog exercise and received strong push back on all area’s suggested 

including the land next to the tennis courts. There were no additional areas identified that 

were considered appropriate for dog exercise areas in Whiritoa. 
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Waimama is DOC controlled land and therefore not an option as a dog exercise area. 

 

Waikino only one respondent indicated a need for an exercise area. There had been 

previous engagement with this community regarding the option of an exercise area at the 

Waikino Domain, which lacked sufficient support. 

 

Working Party recommendation  

9. That a portion of Banks Street land, Waihi is proposed as an additional dog exercise 

area for Waihi. 

 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

Bank Street Reserve, Banks Street, Waihi, 

excluding the back half of the reserve used 

as an equestrian riding area. 

 

Off-leash 

 

Paeroa Ward 

3.2.9 Stop bank land in Paeroa 

(Between the Criterion Bridge and William Street) 

 

Survey Feedback 

25 respondents used this exercise area. Feedback on area included: 

 Not ideal as it is a shared space with walkers and cyclists, dogs often worry other users. 

Often people will picnic under the trees so not ideal for dogs off leash. 

 Allergens causing skin rash in dogs from the Wandering Jew plant alongside the 

riverbank. 

 More signage so other users know it is an off leash area for dogs. 

 More doggy bins with bags dispensed. 

 Difficult for dogs to access the river as it steep, a ramp next to the new jetty for access 

for dogs. 

 Large increase in rubbish at the area since the jetty has been put in including broken 

glass. This is a safety issues for dogs and people. Suggests there needs to be a rubbish 

bin and CCTV. 

 Grass area is used for burns outs and therefore the grass is chopped and difficult to 

walk on. 

 Has been an increase in irresponsible dog owners not picking up after their dogs and 

dogs attacking other dogs and people there. 

 Dogs eat the McDonalds rubbish left all over the ground. 

 Area not big enough or fenced off for large to medium size dogs who need a good run. 

 Extend the whole stopbank to being off leash. 

 More signage about where the off leash areas are.  

 

Staff/working party considerations 

This has been the more popular of the dog exercise areas in Paeroa and with the addition of 

the Hauraki Rail Trail and Jetty to this part of the stop bank it has become a busy shared 

space. Due to the nature of cyclists, walkers and recreational users of this land staff initially 

considered this area was no longer appropriate to retain as a dog exercise area.  

 

An area further up the stop bank had been identified as preferable where there was no rail 

trail, however after some initial conversations with Waikato Regional Council about the use 
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of stop bank land further discussions need to be had as to its use going forward. These 

conversations could not be held in time for changes to be considered as part of this review. 

 

The part of reserve near William Street end has been identified as an area for a carpark.  

 

Working Party recommendation 

10. No changes to this exercise area. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.10 Brenan Field, Paeroa 

(excluding the skate park and the sports fields) 

 

Survey Feedback 

22 respondents used this exercise area. Feedback on area included: 

 Dogs jump in the drain which is incredibly dirty and smelly. Has caused eye infection in 

a dog and for some dogs to become unwell. Dogs will come out of the drain covered in a 

tar like substance in their fur. 

 Needs fencing as open onto road, sports fields/skatepark and private property. 

 Needs access to drinking water for dogs. 

 Needs more dog bins with bags dispensed, current one is often full. 

 Not well known about (out of the way) therefore visitors won’t use it. 

 Is a shared space with children and other users, needs a dog only area. 

 Dog park with equipment for more stimulus for dogs needed. 

 Need a larger area to allow for large and medium size dogs to have a good run around, 

area is far too small especially given there is no barrier to keep them within that area. 

 Signage need to keep owners and their dogs off the sports fields as they are often 

covered in dog poo. 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

The portion of Brenan Field allocated as a dog exercise area is not considered appropriate for 

a dog exercise location. This is due to its small size, shared use with it opening onto sports 

fields, a skate park, private property and the road. There is also a town drain running 

alongside the small area that is incredibly dirty and smelly. Even if this area was fenced to 

prevent dogs from running off onto the other areas the size of the exercise area is too small.  

 

Working Party recommendation 

11. Discontinue the use of Brenan Field, Paeroa, as a dog exercise area and replace with 

an alternative area. 

 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

Brenan Field, Paeroa, excluding the skate 

park and the sports fields 

Off-leash 

3.2.11 Leach Field & Rotokohu Road sport fields, Paeroa 

Survey Feedback 

 12 respondents suggested an additional exercise area for Paeroa. Some areas were 

suggested: 
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o Railway Road, Paeroa – Have a fenced area next to skate park, this would cater 

well to locals and those travelling 

o Paeroa Domain – During the week when not used by sports etc 

o Paeroa – Stop bank area behind Thorp Rd and Fraser St fenced off with access to 

the river 

o Kennedy Street section, Paeroa 

Staff/working party considerations 

Additional areas considered by staff and the working party included: 

 

Stopbank between Railway Road and Menzies Place was considered by staff to be a 

good alternate to the stop bank area currently used. It does not have the Hauraki Rail Trail 

on this section and is largely unused. 

 

Puke Road, Paeroa the old capped dumpsite is now a large grass space that cannot be 

used for anything else. It may require people to drive to it as it is a bit further from the 

centre of town. It is large enough for a good sized exercise area with room for parking as 

well. It also has minimal neighbours. The site could also cater well to those travelling 

through the area with dogs as it is off the state highway. This would be a good site for a 

potential dog park.  

 

Leach Field, Paeroa are currently being used as overflow for other sports and will be part 

of larger plans for sports areas. There is also an issue of access as the land next to it with 

the clubrooms is not owned by Council. This site is not recommended. 

 

Railway Road, Paeroa this site is currently planned use for something else. Staff do not 

consider this sight appropriate. 

 

Paeroa Domain, this has high use for various sports and organisations throughout the 

week and therefore is not considered appropriate for a dog exercise area. 

 

Rotokohu Road sports fields, Paeroa is currently used for the local soccer teams. 

However there has been recent discussions of soccer being shifted to the Paeroa Domain and 

therefore the fields on Rotokohu Road would be unused. This would be a possible future 

option to use of portion of for a dog exercise area. 

 

Paeroa Racecourse development it was discussed that when the racecourse is eventually 

developed there will be potential reserve contributions. Therefore a future option for a dog 

exercise area could be considered as part of that development. 

 

Kerepehi Domain, Staff consider a fenced off portion of the Kerepehi Domain on the left 

side before the hall would be appropriate or a fenced off area of the open area to the right. 

The other main users of the domain are horse riders so a dog area in the domain would need 

to be fenced for safety. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

12. That Leach Field, Paeroa, is proposed as an additional dog exercise area for Paeroa. 

13. That a portion of Rotokohu Road sports fields, Paeroa, is proposed as an additional dog 

exercise area for Paeroa. 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

Leach Field, Paeroa, reserve land previously 

used as rugby fields behind West Rugby 

Club, excluding the area over the bridge 

around the clubrooms. 

Off-leash 
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Note: Access to the land from Neil Street 

only. 

Rotokohu Road sportsground, Rotokohu 

Road, Paeroa, excluding the soccer fields.  

Off-leash 

 

Plains Ward 

3.2.12 Stop bank land in Ngatea 

(between the 100/50 km/hr speed limit sign on River Road and the Waikato Regional Council pump 

station adjacent to Orchard West Road.) 

 

(between the corner of Orchard West Road and Kaihere Road to Puhanga Island Bridge, Kaihere Road.) 

 

Survey Feedback 

17 respondents used these exercise areas. Feedback on area included: 

 Needs a fenced area, as large as possible with trees. 

 Need dog park equipment/obstacles. 

 Not safe with being so close to the road and very narrow. 

 Signage with rules and fines for not picking up dog poo. 

 Seats to watch dogs socializing/running around. 

 Needs a footpath/metal track along the top of the stop bank for dog walkers as not 

pleasant to walk in long wet grass. 

 Need more dog bins with dog bags dispensed, that are emptied more often. 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

Staff agree that the stop banks in Ngatea are not an ideal location for a dog exercise area, 

they are narrow and run alongside the road. They would not be an appropriate area to 

fence. If the stop banks are retained as an exercise area it is recommended that an 

additional alternate area is also provided within Ngatea. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

14. No changes to this exercise area. 

 

No changes required to the policy or bylaw. 

 

3.2.13 Public land between the northern boundary of the District at Waharau and the southern 

boundary of the Wharekawa Recreation Reserve which is defined by the Waihopuhopu 

Bridge. 

 

Survey Feedback 

Three respondents used this exercise area. Feedback on area included: 

 Need a fenced off area that is safe for dogs to socialise and explore 

 Need seats for owners to watch what is going on 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

Staff have identified since the previous review that the area as outlined in the bylaw may 

not match the area being used in reality due to coastal erosion. An updated map will be 

included with the policy and bylaw for consultation. 
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No other significant issues identified with this exercise area with low responses. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

15. Update the description and map of the dog exercise area to more accurately reflect the 

area available. 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

Public land between the northern boundary 

of the Waharau Reserve northern boundary 

of the District at Waharau and the southern 

boundary of the Wharekawa Recreation 

Reserve which is defined by the 

Waihopuhopu Bridge. 

Off-leash 

3.2.14 Ngatea Domain, Turua Domain & Kerepehi Domain 

Survey Feedback 

 Five respondents suggested an additional exercise area for Ngatea. Some areas were 

suggested: 

o part of the college field fenced off. 

 Five respondents suggested an exercise area for Turua. 

 Four respondents suggested an exercise area for Kerepehi. Some areas were 

suggested: 

o somewhere in the industrial area that has agility equipment or a swimming pond. 

o unused field entering the town or there is a wetlands/ponds that would be ideal. 

 Two respondents suggested an exercise area for Kaiaua. 

 One respondent suggested an exercise area for Waitakaruru. 

 One respondent suggested an exercise area for Miranda – somewhere around the 

mangroves where there are no birds or a paddock. 

 One respondent suggested somewhere free for dogs to swim in summer in the plains 

ward. 

 

Staff/working party considerations 

Additional areas considered by staff and the working party included: 

 

Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea 

A portion of the domain where the old scout hall is could be an appropriate area to fence off as a dog 

exercise area. This part of the domain is largely unused now and would be large enough and a good 

central location to cater to Ngatea dogs and their owners. 

 

Southern Estate, Ngatea 

There is a large portion of land available at the Southern Estate until it is developed. Therefore this 

could be a temporary additional dog exercise area. However it does back onto other residential homes 

which might be unpopular. 

 

Turua Domain is large enough that a portion could be fenced off to allow a dog exercise area.  

 

Turua stop bank could be used as a dog exercise area. There would need to be agreeance from the 

Waikato Regional Council for this option.  
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Kerepehi Domain, Staff consider a fenced off portion of the Kerepehi Domain on the left side before 

the hall would be appropriate or a fenced off area of the open area to the right. The other main users 

of the domain are horse riders so a dog area in the domain would need to be fenced for safety. 

 

Working Party recommendation 

16. That a portion of the Hugh Hayward Domain is proposed as an additional dog exercise 

area for Ngatea. 

17. That a portion of Turua Domain is proposed as dog exercise area for Turua. 

18. That a portion of Kerephi Domain is proposed as a dog exercise area for Kerephi. 

Recommendation reflected in the policy and bylaw (Appendix A) as: 

Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea, north-

western corner adjacent Pipiroa Road. 

Off-leash 

Kerepehi Domain, Kerepehi, land on the left 

hand side from the road to the bowling club 

(including hall grounds). 

Off leash 

Turua Domain, yet to be specified area of the 

Turua Domain. 

Off-leash 

 

4 ENGAGING WITH OUR COMMUNITIES |  
KIA UIA TE HAPORI WHĀNUI 

Staff consider that the Council does not have enough of an understanding of community 

views and preferences on this matter. The level of engagement considered appropriate for 

this matter, at this point in time, is to consult (i.e. two-way communication to obtain public 

feedback) 

 

When adopting or amending the dog control policy or bylaw Council must undertake a special 

consultative procedure unless it is considered that sufficient information about community 

interests and preferences are already known. Given there are significant changes proposed to 

the policy and bylaw it is considered appropriate that the community are provided with the 

opportunity to provide feedback to Council on those proposed changes. 

 

5 OUR OPTIONS | NGĀ KŌWHIRINGA A MĀTOU 

Staff have identified the following options for the Council to consider:  

 Retaining the status quo, make no changes to the policy or bylaw and advise community 

the policy has been reviewed, unchanged and no further feedback will be sought. 

 Undertake the special consultative procedure on the statement of proposal, proposed Dog 

Control Policy and Bylaw as attached. 

 Make further changes to the proposed policy and/or bylaw and undertake the special 

consultative procedure as legally required when amending the policy. 

 

These options and their advantages and disadvantages are outlined below. 
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5.1  OPTION 1:  Retain Satus quo  

ABOUT THIS OPTION 

Council could choose to make no changes to the policy and or bylaw and take an inform 

approach to engagement (one-way communication/advising) with the community 

ADVANTAGES 

Nothing further required 

DISADVANTAGES 

 Risk to Council reputation through not 

providing appropriate avenues for 

interested parties to engage. 

 The policy will not have had the 

proposed changes considered in 

response to the survey feedback 

already received. 

FINANCIAL COSTS 

Whole of life costs One off operating cost to inform:  

 Up to $200  for a public notice in the Hauraki Herald 

 Internal staff time to disseminate emails to interested 

parties.   

 

Budget source Existing Strategic Planning budget 

Changes to budgets In order to accommodate these costs there will not need to 

be changes to budgets. 

Impact on the Council’s debt  There is no impact on the Council’s debt.  

Potential impact on rates There will be no impact on rates because this comes out of 

existing budgets. 

 

5.2  OPTION 2: Consult on the proposed SOP, Policy and Bylaw  

ABOUT THIS OPTION 

Undertaking the special consultative procedure on the Statement of Proposal, proposed Dog 

Control Policy and Bylaw as attached. 

ADVANTAGES 

 Community are engaged through their 

preferred option 

 Community feedback can be 

considered and reflected in the policy 

where appropriate 

 Policy gets the changes it needs to 

stay current 

DISADVANTAGES 

None identified 

FINANCIAL COSTS 

Whole of life costs One off operating cost:  

 Up to $200  for a public notice in the Hauraki Herald 

 document publication costs which would be met from 

existing operational budgets, 

 staff time for implementing consultation process and the 

collating public feedback for the consideration of the 

Council.  

Budget source Existing Strategic Planning budget 
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Changes to budgets In order to accommodate these costs there will not need to 

be changes to budgets.  

Impact on the Council’s debt  There is no impact on the Council’s debt.  

Potential impact on rates There will be no impact on rates because this comes out of 

existing budgets. 

 

5.3  Make extensive changes to the proposed policy, bylaw and SOP 

before consultation 

ABOUT THIS OPTION 

Council may wish to make large amendments to the proposed policy, bylaw and statement 

of proposal before it is consulted on. 

ADVANTAGES 

 The policy reflects changes the 

Council considers appropriate 

DISADVANTAGES 

 This would delay the start of 

consultation as staff would need time 

to amend to proposed policy and 

statement of proposal for 

consultation. 

 A delay would cause a clash of 

consultation timeframes with the Long 

Term Plan. 

FINANCIAL COSTS 

Whole of life costs One off operating cost:  

 Up to $200  for a public notice in the Hauraki Herald 

 document publication costs which would be met from 

existing operational budgets, 

 staff time for implementing consultation process and the 

collating public feedback for the consideration of the 

Council.  

Budget source Existing Strategic Planning budget 

Changes to budgets In order to accommodate these costs there will not need to 

be changes to budgets.  

Impact on the Council’s debt  There is no impact on the Council’s debt.  

Potential impact on rates There will be no impact on rates because this comes out of 

existing budgets. 

 

6 PREFERRED OPTION| TE KŌWHIRINGA MATUA 

Staff recommend proceeding with option 2 – Consult on proposed SOP and Policy. 

6.1  LINKAGES  

STRATEGIC 

DIRECTION  

The preferred option IS consistent 

with the Council’s strategic 

direction, including community 

outcomes.  

Connected people|Tūhono 

 We look after each other 

 We are partners with iwi 
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 We collaborate with 

other local authorities, 

and central government 

 Youth are engaged and 

supported 

 We’re proud to live here 

 

Vibrant and safe 

communities | Te Oranga 

pai o te Hapori 

 Public spaces are fun and 

inviting. 

 Everyone has access to 

safe, healthy, and 

affordable homes. 

 Roads and bridges are 

safe and well-

maintained. 

 We have a reliable 

drinking water supply. 

 We plan for and adapt to 

the effects of climate 

change 

LONG TERM PLAN / 

ANNUAL PLAN 

ALIGNMENT 

The preferred option IS consistent 

with the long term plan and/or 

annual plan programmes and 

budgets. 

Currently there is no 

proposed additional budget 

implications. Should 

additional budget be required 

after deliberations this would 

require either a staff 

submission to be included in 

the LTP deliberations or an 

amendment to a future 

Annual Plan. 

POLICIES, BYLAWS 

AND PLANS 

ALIGNMENT 

The preferred option IS consistent 

with the Council’s other 

strategies, policies, bylaws and 

plans. 

This option does not 

contradict any other 

strategies, policies, bylaws or 

plans. 

SIGNIFICANCE 

ASSESSMENT 

The decision IS considered 

significant under the Council’s 

Significance and Engagement Policy 

2020. 

This decision is significant as 

it is a policy that is 

legislatively required policy 

which has is set to be 

reviewed three yearly and 

has specific requirements 

and considerations. 

IMPLICATIONS FOR 

MĀORI 

The decision DOES NOT involve a 

significant decision in relation to 

land or a body of water. 

 

Iwi will be invited to 

contribute as a stakeholder 

to the policy review. However 

no area’s with specific Māori 

interest have been identified 

as part of this review.  
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6.2  ASSESSING THE RISKS  

Staff have not identified any risks associated with the preferred option. 

7 NEXT STEPS | TE ARA KI MUA 

Timeframe Action Comments 

12 Feb – 12 

Mar 2021 

Special Consultative Procedure 

(Consultation) 

 

30 Mar 2021 Extraordinary Council Meeting for the 

hearings and deliberations 

 

28 April 

2021 

Council consideration for adoption of 

final draft policy and bylaw 

 

 

8 Approval 

Prepared by Michelle Clive 

Strategic Planner 

Approved by Peter Thom 

Group Manager – Community Development 
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Hey, we need  
to talk 
me kōrero ngātahi 
tātou 
We’re proposing some changes to 
our Dog Control Policy and Bylaw 
and we want to know what you 
think. 

When we’ve taken into account all your 
feedback, we’ll finish off the policy and bylaw 
and it will be adopted by Council.  

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Open for feedback from 12 February to 12 
March 2021 
 

TALK TO US 

Tell us what you think in person:  
30 March 2021 in the Hauraki District Council 
Chambers, William Street, Paeroa. 

 

WHERE CAN I FIND MORE 
INFORMATION?  

The draft policy and bylaw is available at 
Council offices, online at 
https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz or give 
us a call and we’ll send you a copy.    

What is the Dog Control policy 
and bylaw? 
A dog control policy is needed for a Council to set some 
rules around dogs including where they can and can’ t go 
and where they can be exercised. It also looks at rules 
for how we keep dogs at home and how many dogs we 
can have at home. 

The bylaw is what makes the rules set in the policy 
enforceable. This means Council can keep both animals 
safe and well kept and the community safe from dogs 
that might cause a nuisance. 

. 

 

 

What we’re proposing 
We’re  proposing  some changes our dog exercise areas.  

We held an online survey from 5 – 17 January 2021 
asking you if our  existing dog exercise areas were 
meeting your furry friends needs. . We’ve listened to 
your  feedback and made some  proposed changes. Now 
we want to know what you think.  

 

 

https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
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Paeroa Ward 

Existing dog exercise area Proposed change Reasons for change 

Brenan Field, Paeroa, excluding 
the skate park and the sports 
fields. 

We want to remove Brenan Field 
as a dog exercise area and 
replace it with two  new areas: 

 

 Leach Field, Paeroa, 
reserve land previously 
used as rugby fields behind 
West Rugby Club, 
excluding the area over 
the bridge around the 
clubrooms. Note: Access to 
the land from Neil Street 
only. (Map 1) 

 Rotokohu Road 
sportsground, Rotokohu 
Road, Paeroa, excluding 
the soccer fields. (Map 2) 

 

We received lots of feedback that 
Brenan Field in Paeroa isn’t suitable as 
a dog exercise area. You told us it’s 
too small and close to a drain, sports 
fields, skate park and private 
property.  

 

We also heard that we need more dog 
exercise areas in Paeroa, so we’re 
proposing two new areas.  

 

Leach Field, Paeroa had previously 
been used as rugby fields for West 
Rugby Clubs. This club no longer 
exists and the fields are only used 
rarely for sports. It’s central location 
makes it ideal for town dogs to be 
exercised.  

An area of Rotokohu Road 
sportsground  is used for football.  We 
think the area furthest from the state 
highway which is used  for grazing 
would make a great dog exercise 
area.  

 



 
Plains Ward 

Existing dog exercise area Proposed change Reasons for change 

 Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea, 
north-western corner adjacent 
Pipiroa Road. (Map 3) 

We’ve  heard that more dog 
exercise areas are needed in 
Ngatea. 

We think the area of  Hugh 
Hayward Domain could   between 
the walking track and Pipiroa Road 
(around the old scout hall) would 
be ideal because it’s not really used 
for anything else.  

 Kerepehi Domain, Kerepehi, land 
on the left hand side from the 
road to the bowling club 
(including hall grounds). (Map 4) 

We heard that you’d like a dog 
exercise area in Kerepehi. Kerepehi 
is growing area with  potential for 
future development so we think 
this makes sense.   

 

The back of the Kerepehi Domain 
is used for horse  riding  but there’s 
a  large grassy area  on the left of 
the domain by the hall that could 
work as  a dog exercise area. 

 Turua Domain, yet to be 
specified area of the Turua 
Domain. (Map 5) 

We heard that you’d like  a dog 
exercise area  in Turua. 

 

Turua has a large grassy domain 
with space for a dog exercise area. 
A portion of this reserve has not 
been decided on yet and would be 
discussed with the Turua Domain 
Committee if made into a dog 
exercise area. 

 



 

Waihi Ward 

Existing dog exercise area Proposed change Reasons for change 

 Bank Street Reserve, Banks 
Street, Waihi, excluding the back 
half of the reserve used for horse 
riding. (Map 6) 

We heard that you’d like more dog 
exercise areas in  Waihi. We think 
that front of the  Bank Street 
Reserve closest to the road would 
be ideal.   

 

The back of the reserve is used as a 
horse riding area. 

Public land between northern 
boundary of the District at 
Waharau and the southern 
boundary of the Wharekawa 
Recreation Reserve which is 
defined by the Waihopuhopu 
Bridge. 

Public land between the northern 
boundary of the Waharau at 
Waharau and the southern 
boundary of the Wharekawa 
Recreation Reserve which is 
defined by the Waihopuhopu 
Bridge. (Map 7) 

The existing dog exercise area has 
been reduced by coastal erosion. 
The description and maps of this 
area have been updated to reflect 
the actual area available. 

Whiritoa Beach, including the 
lagoon, but excluding the southern 
end of the beach which is defined 
as south of the beach access off 
Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but 
within these dates’ this area is 
prohibited to dogs. 

Off-leash from December 20 to 
March 1 the following year and 
including all public holiday 
weekends throughout the year, 
between the hours of  7pm to 9am 
the following day 

Whiritoa Beach, including the 
lagoon, but excluding the southern 
end of the beach which is defined 
as south of the beach access off 
Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but 
within these dates’ this area is 
prohibited to dogs. 

Off-leash from December 20 to 9 
February the following year and 
including all public holiday 
weekends throughout the year, 
between the hours of 6pm to 
9am the following day. 

We heard that the dates and hours 
available to dogs of leash over the 
summer peak period were too 
restrictive. 

 

We think we should shorten the 
dog restriction dates  to 20 
December to 9 February. This 
would include the school holidays 
and summer long weekends when 
the beach is busiest. 

We also reviewed the times dogs 
are allowed on the beach during 
this period.  We think allowing 
dogs off leash on the beach from 
6pm (rather than 7pm) is 
reasonable because the beach is 
quieter at this time of day.  

Whiritoa Beach, including the 
lagoon, but excluding the southern 
end of the beach which is defined 
as south of the beach access off 
Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but 
within these dates dogs must be on 
a lead in this area. 

Off-leash from March 2 to 
December 19 the same year, but 
excluding public holiday 
weekends, between the hours of 
3pm to 10am the following day 

 

Whiritoa Beach, including the 
lagoon, but excluding the southern 
end of the beach which is defined 
as south of the beach access off 
Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but 
within these dates dogs must be on 
a lead in this area. 

Off-leash from February 10 to 
December 19 the same year, but 
excluding public holiday 
weekends, between the hours of 
3pm to 10am the following day 

 

 



  

Maps showing proposed exercise areas 

MAP 1 – Leach Field, Paeroa 

 

 

MAP 2 – Rotokohu Road sport fields, Paeroa 

 

 



MAP 3 – Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea 

 

 

MAP 4– Kerepehi Domain, Kerepehi 

 

 



  

MAP 5–Turua Domain, Turua 

 

 

MAP 6 – Banks Street, Waihi 

 

 



 

MAP 7 – Kaiaua dog control areas 
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A guide to giving feedback 

Any organisation or member of the public can give us 
feedback in writing, on the phone, in person or all of 
these. This is your chance to tell us your thoughts 
about what we’re proposing. 

Good feedback is clear, concise and to the point. Tell 
us which parts you support, and which ones you don’t. 
Let us know why. You are most welcome to provide 
additional pages or supporting material to with your 
feedback.  

Remember to provide your contact details if you 
would like to be kept informed of the decisions made 
after considering your feedback.  

Your feedback will be a council record, so may be 
reproduced as an attachment to a Council agenda, 
made publicly available and remain on Council minute 
records. If you’re not providing feedback on behalf of 
an organisation and would like your contact details to 
be kept private, please let us know. 

We’ll notify everyone who provides feedback of the 
outcome in writing. 

 

Special assistance 
We can offer assistance with special requirements at a 
hearing in terms of language translation, including 
that of sign language, or presenting through audio 
visual mechanisms. If assistance is required, please let 
us know and we will make the appropriate 
arrangements. 

 

Huh?! What’s a policy? 

Our policies only apply to the Hauraki District. They 
provide guidance on issues or topics for consideration, 
which helps our Council with decision making.  

This policy is about working out which decisions are 
important enough for us to talk to you about before 
we make them. 

We make policies in consultation with you – that’s why 
your feedback is so important to us.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can have your say 

If you want to talk to us: 

• if you would like to talk about these changes with an Elected Member you can find their contact 
details on our website https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/mayor-councillors/.  

• contact us to book in to speak to the Council at a hearing in Paeroa on 30 March 2021, or tick the box 
on the feedback form to show us you’re keen to attend. We’ll contact you closer to the date of the 
hearing to arrange a time for you to speak. 

• give us a call and speak with a member of the strategic planning team – we can draft your feedback 
into a written statement and we’ll provide you with a copy. 

 
If you want to write to us: 

• fill out the online feedback form on our website https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• private message or comment on our Facebook page 

• email your feedback to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• write a letter, or fill in the printed feedback form (available at our service centres, or downloadable 
from our website) 

We review how well the policy and bylaw is 
working, involving key groups

Changes are made to the policy as a result of 
early discussions

You tell us what you think of  the proposed 
changes to the policy and bylaw

We look at the feedback and may make 
further changes as a result of your views

The policy and bylaw is adopted and then 
effective

https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/mayor-councillors/
https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/
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1. Introduction 

1.1. Section 10(1) of the Dog Control Act 1996 (the Act) states that every territorial authority 
must adopt a policy in respect of dogs in its District. The Council’s obligations in relation to 
dog control are set out in the Act. This Policy should be read in conjunction with the Act.  

1.2. Under section 10(6) of the Act, the Council must give effect to its Policy by having a bylaw. 
The Dog Control Bylaw is contained in Part 3 (Public Safety) of the Hauraki District Council 
Consolidated Bylaw (the Bylaw).  

1.3. As from the day on which this Policy is adopted, the Hauraki District Council Dog Control 
Policy 2016 shall be revoked. 

2. Application of the policy 

2.1. This Policy is for the use and information of all dog owners within the Hauraki District and 
also members of the wider community. It applies to those people visiting the District with 
dogs and those people looking after dogs for other people in the Hauraki District. 

3. Objective 

3.1. On behalf of the communities of the Hauraki District, the Council will endeavour to:  

i. Minimise any potential danger, distress and nuisance to the community, domestic 
animals and wildlife caused by dogs. 

ii. To the extent that it is practicable, enable the community to use streets and other 
public places without fear of attack or intimidation by dogs. 

iii. Enable people to enjoy the benefits of dog ownerships by providing for exercise 
and recreational needs of dogs and their owners. 

iv. Promote responsible dog ownership and increase the number of dog owners in the 
District that undertake the responsible owner licensing scheme each year. 

v. Reward people that neuter their dogs and/or undertake the responsible owner 
licensing scheme with applicable reductions in dog registration fees. 

4. Control of dogs in public places 

4.1. In any public place in the Hauraki District, other than a designated dog exercise area, dogs 
must be kept on a leash at all times.  

4.2. Certain sites or areas in the District have been set aside as dog prohibited areas because of 
the important recreation, conservation, cultural or human safety values associated with that 
site. 

A working dog, as defined in the Act, is exempt from this prohibition while it is engaged in 
or being used for its working purpose. 
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4.3. Certain sites in the District have been set aside as dog exercise areas. In a dog exercise area 
dogs can be off leash but must be under the control of the owner of the dog or a responsible 
person over the age of 16 years. 

4.4. Entry to land under the control of the Department of Conservation may be restricted. Dog 
owners should consult with the Department of Conservation prior to entering land under the 
Department’s control. 

4.5. The tables below list general dog control sites in the District, including dog exercise areas 
(off-leash areas) and prohibited areas. For more specific site details please refer to the 
Hauraki District Councils Dog Control Bylaw 2021. 

Area and description Rules 

District wide 

All public places, but excluding designated dog exercise 
areas and prohibited areas to dogs. 

Note: Public places include, but are not limited to Council 
recreation reserves, beaches, road reserve, town centres, 
residential and industrial areas and those sections of the 
Hauraki Rail Trail where dogs are not prohibited. 

On-leash 

Children's playgrounds. Prohibited 

Skate parks Prohibited 

Those lengths of the Hauraki Rail Trail and Waihi to Waihi 
Beach cycleway which are predominantly located in rural 
areas and are defined in the Bylaw. 

Note: This prohibition is a requirement of the resource 
consent granted for the build of the Hauraki Rail Trail and is 
intended to protect farm animals from potential nuisances 
created by dogs. 

Prohibited 

Defined areas of ecological sensitivity identified from time 
to time by the Chief Executive of Council in conjunction 
with the Department of Conservation which are publically 
notified and identified with temporary area restrictions 
and/or signs. 

Prohibited for the duration 
of the determination 
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Area and description Rules 

Waihi Ward 

All public places, but excluding designated dog exercise 
areas and prohibited areas to dogs. 

On-leash 

The pa/urupā site at the summit of the hill in Ngati Koi 
Domain (Black Hill Reserve), Waihi, which holds particular 
historical and cultural significance to iwi. 

Prohibited 

The southern end of Whiritoa beach; defined as that part 
of the beach south of the beach access off Moray Place. 

Note: This area of beach is recognised by the Department of 
Conservation as a significant New Zealand Dotterel 
breeding site. 

Prohibited 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates dogs may 
be exercised off leash. 

Prohibited  

from December 20 to  
February 9 March 1 the 

following year and 
including public holiday 
weekends between the 

hours of 9am to 6pm 7pm 
the same day 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but excluding the 
southern end of the beach. The southern end of the beach 
is defined as south of the beach access off Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates this area is 
prohibited to dogs. 

Off-leash 

from December 20 to  
February 9 March 1 the 

following year and 
including all public holiday 
weekends throughout the 
year, between the hours of  

7pm 6pm to 9am the 
following day 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but excluding the 
southern end of the beach. The southern end of the beach 
is defined as south of the beach access off Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates dogs must 
be on a lead in this area. 

Off-leash 

from February 10 March 2 
to December 19 the same 
year, but excluding public 

holiday weekends, 
between the hours of 3pm 
to 10am the following day 

Waihi South Reserve, Consols Street, Waihi. Off-leash 
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Morgan Park behind the netball courts in Waihi, excluding 
the children’s playground and the sports fields 

Off-leash 

Bank Street Reserve, Banks Street, Waihi, excluding the 
back half of the reserve used as an equestrian riding area. 

Off-leash 

 

Area and description Rules 

Paeroa Ward 

All public places, but excluding designated dog exercise 
areas and prohibited areas to dogs. 

On-leash 

Stop bank land in Paeroa, between the Criterion Bridge 
and William Street. 

Off-leash 

Brenan Field, Paeroa, excluding the skate park and the 
sports fields. 

Off-leash 

Leach Field, Paeroa, reserve land previously used as rugby 

fields behind West Rugby Club, excluding the area over 

the bridge around the clubrooms. 

Note: Access to the land from Neil Street only. 

Off-leash 

Rotokohu Road sportsground, Rotokohu Road, Paeroa, 
excluding the soccer fields. 

Off-leash 

 

Area and description Rules 

Plains Ward 

All public places, but excluding designated dog exercise 
areas and prohibited areas to dogs. 

On-leash 

The beach area (land east of East Coast Road, including 
the beach) from the District boundary at 
Miranda/Pūkorokoro to the southern boundary of Kaiaua 
township as identified by the 50km/hr sign. 

Note: This area is an internationally significant wetland 

Prohibited 

Stop bank land in Ngatea between the 100/50 km/hr speed 
limit sign on River Road and the Waikato Regional Council 
pump station adjacent to Orchard West Road. 

Off-leash 
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Stop bank land in Ngatea between the corner of Orchard 
West Road and Kaihere Road to Puhanga Island Bridge, 
Kaihere Road. 

Off-leash 

Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea, north-western corner 
adjacent Pipiroa Road. 

Off-leash 

Kerepehi Domain, Kerepehi, land on the left hand side 
from the road to the bowling club (including hall grounds). 

Off leash 

Turua Domain, yet to be specified area of the Turua 
Domain. 

Off-leash 

Public land between the northern boundary of the 
Waharau Reserve northern boundary of the District at 
Waharau and the southern boundary of the Wharekawa 
Recreation Reserve which is defined by the Waihopuhopu 
Bridge. 

Off-leash 

 

5. Land administered by the Department of Conservation 

5.1. The Department of Conservation’s Waikato Conservation Management Strategy has a 
policy on dogs in all public conservation land and water areas. Refer to the Waikato 
Conservation Strategy or contact the Department of Conservation for further details 
relating to dog control on public conservation land. 

5.2. At the time of reviewing this Policy the Department of Conservation was not able to formally 
advise the Council of controlled or open dog areas under section 26ZS of the Conservation 
Act 1987 for inclusion in the Policy. 

5.3. The table below outlines the Department of Conservation (DOC) definition of open and 
controlled dog areas which may apply to land administered by the Department. 

Area Description 

Open dog areas Dogs are allowed either ‘off-leash’ or ‘on-leash’ depending on 
the site. No permit is required. DOC may impose conditions, 
including conditions on access during vulnerable conservation 
periods such as bird nesting seasons. 

Controlled dog areas – 
entry by permit 

Dog access is controlled by permit, subject to approval and/or 
special conditions from DOC. 

Controlled dog areas – 
no access 

Dogs are not allowed in national parks, nature reserves or 
wildlife sanctuaries except with express written approval. 
Unless specified, dogs and other pets are not allowed in DOC 
campgrounds. 
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6. Education programmes 

6.1. The Council will continue to run a responsible owner licence (ROL) scheme to encourage 
responsible dog ownership. Applications for the ROL will be accepted between 1 June and 
15 July in each year. 

6.2. To obtain an ROL a once only application fee will be payable. This fee is set by resolution of 
Council and contained within its Schedule of Fees and Charges. 

6.3. The holder of a ROL, but excluding the owner of a menacing dog, will pay a reduced 
percentage of the general dog owner registration fee as set by resolution of the Council. 

6.4. In order to apply for and retain a ROL, dog owners must have a satisfactory registration 
history and no justifiable complaints, infringements or dogs impounded in the preceding 
twelve months. The ROL will be revoked if a satisfactory registration record is not 
maintained. 

6.5. Owners of menacing dogs, as defined in section 33C of the Act, which have been classified 
as menacing because of their breed (not an offence), are entitled to undertake the ROL 
programme. However these owners are not entitled to obtain the associated dog 
registration rebates. 

6.6. ROL applicants must prove through inspection by an authorised officer that they provide 
appropriate means of confinement for the dog/s at their premises. Approval of adequate 
confinement will be at the discretion of an authorised officer taking into account the size 
and nature of the dog and the importance of the dog not creating a barking nuisance. 

In general the Council recommends that when dogs are confined on an urban property that 
they are kept in a fully fenced area of the property which measures at a minimum eight (8) 
metres by four (4) metres. In addition to this people should have access from the street to 
one door of the dwelling without coming into contact with the dog. 

6.7. ROL applicants must pass a short written test on dog care and the legal obligations of dog 
owners. 

6.8. Probationary or disqualified owners and owners of dangerous dogs and menacing dogs 
classified as such because of an offence may be required to undertake a dog control 
educational program (not the ROL scheme) at the instruction of the Council. 

7. Menacing dogs 

7.1. In accordance with section 33A of the Act the Council may classify a dog as menacing if the 
Council considers that the dog poses a threat to any person, stock, poultry, domestic animal 
or protected wildlife. 

7.2. In accordance with section 33C of the Act the Council must classify dogs belonging wholly 
or predominantly to particular restricted breeds or types as menacing. 

7.3. Dogs registered within the District and classified as menacing must be neutered. This 
includes dogs classified as menacing by another territorial authority where that dog is then 
registered in the Hauraki District. Failure to comply with this requirement is deemed an 
offence against section 33EC(1) of the Act. 
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7.4. In accordance with section 33E of the Act if a dog is classified as a menacing dog the owner 
of the dog must ensure that the dog is muzzled in public places and private ways (except 
when confined completely within a vehicle or cage). 

7.5. In accordance with section 33EC(2) of the Act the Council authorises a dog control officer or 
dog ranger to seize and remove a menacing dog from a person’s possession and retain the 
dog in custody if the person has failed to comply with requirements imposed on them by the 
Act due to the classification of that dog as a menacing dog. In accordance with the Act the 
Council may retain custody of the menacing dog until it has reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person has demonstrated a willingness to comply with the requirements imposed 
on them by the Act. 

8. Dangerous Dogs 

8.1. In accordance with section 31 of the Act the Council must, in certain circumstances, classify 
a dog as a dangerous dog. 

8.2. In accordance with section 32 of the Act if a dog is classified as a dangerous dog the owner 
of the dog must ensure that – 

i. the dog is neutered. 

ii. the dog is muzzled and controlled on a leash in public places and private ways 
(except when confined completely within a vehicle or cage). 

iii. in a dog exercise area the dog must remain muzzled but can be off-leash. 

iv. the dog is kept within a securely fenced portion of the owner’s property which it is 
not necessary to enter to obtain access to at least one door of any dwelling on the 
property. 

v. the dog is not given to any other person without the written consent of the Council 
in whose District the dog is to be kept. 

8.3. In accordance with section 32(5) of the Act the Council authorises a dog control officer or 
dog ranger to seize and remove a dangerous dog from a person’s possession and retain the 
dog in custody if the person has failed to comply with requirements imposed on them by the 
Act due to the classification of that dog as a dangerous dog. In accordance with the Act the 
Council may retain custody of the dangerous dog until it has reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person has demonstrated a willingness to comply with the requirements imposed 
on them by the Act. 

8.4. In addition to the fencing requirements for dangerous dogs outlined in the Act the Bylaw will 
establish a minimum size for the securely fenced area and a minimum height for the fence. 

9. Probationary and disqualified dog owners 

9.1. In accordance with section 21 and 23 of the Act the Council may classify a person as a 
probationary dog owner for a 24 month period where that person is convicted of any offence 
under specific legislation or where any person commits 3 or more infringement offences (not 
relating to a single incident or occasion) within a continuous period of 24 months. 
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9.2. Unless there are exceptional circumstances in any particular case, the probationary dog 
owner classification will be imposed. 

9.3. In accordance with section 25 of the Act the Council must disqualify a person from being a 
dog owner in certain circumstances. A disqualification continues in force for a period 
specified by Council but not exceeding 5 years. 

10. Enforcement 

10.1. The Council may issue infringement notices for all infringement offences outlined in the Act, 
including for breaches of the bylaw. 

10.2. Within the confines of the law the issue of infringement notices and the impoundment of 
dogs will be left to the discretion of the Council’s authorized officers.  

10.3. The level of infringement fees shall be as contained in the Dog Control Act 1996. 

10.4. Except in the case of non-registration and dog attack offences, prosecution will be at the 
discretion of the Council. Complaints of dogs attacking and causing serious injury to a 
person(s) are to be referred to the New Zealand Police for any action it may wish to take. 

11. Fees and Charges 

11.1. The owner of a dog that is used for herding or driving stock must register that dog as a 
general dog. 

11.2. Dogs classified as ‘working dogs’ in the Act, but excluding dogs used for herding or driving 
stock, may be registered as working dogs and the owner will not be charged a registration 
fee for that dog. This includes, for example, disability assist dogs and police dogs. 

11.3. A dog registration fee rebate will be applied to all dog registration fees if the owner holds a 
responsible owner licence. 

11.4. A dog registration fee de-sex rebate will be applied to the registration fee for a dog, 
regardless of the classification of the dog or the owner, provided a certificate can be 
presented to the Council proving the de-sexing. 

11.5. In cases where people own in excess of three (3) dogs a rebate will be applied to the 
registration fee of each additional dog. In cases where dogs are registered as a ‘+3’ dog no 
additional rebates (e.g. de-sex rebate) will be applied to the registration fee. 

11.6. A late penalty will be payable for dogs not registered by the required date as outlined in 
section 37(f) of the Act. 

11.7. Fees and charges are determined by the Council in accordance with section 37 of the Act. 
These fees and charges can be found in Council’s Schedule of Fees and Charges. 

11.8. In accordance with section 32 of the Act the owner of a dangerous dog must pay 150% of 
the dog registration fee that would apply if the dog were not classified as a dangerous dog. 
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12. Dog Control Bylaw 

12.1. The Council will maintain a Dog Control Bylaw to enforce this Policy and broaden owner 
obligations to minimise dog aggression and nuisance not already covered in legislation.  

12.2. The Bylaw will contain the following provisions to further the control of dogs: 

i. Specific prohibited areas for dogs, including any date and time, 

ii. Specific dog exercise areas, including any date and time, 

iii. The control of dogs in public places other than exercise areas or prohibited areas, 

iv. Limit the number of dogs to be kept on an urban premises in order to minimise 
public nuisance e.g. barking nuisance, 

v. Prescribe minimum standards for the housing of dogs, 

vi. Prescribe minimum fencing requirements for the confinement of dangerous dogs, 

vii. Require the owner of any dog that defecates in a public place to immediately 
remove the faeces, 

viii. Require the neutering of dogs that have not been under control on a number of 
occasions, 

ix. Establish remedial action to be undertaken if dogs are, or likely to become, a 
nuisance or injurious to health, 

x. Prohibited diseased or mangy dogs from being taken into any public place, 

xi. Impoundment of dogs found at large in breach of the Council’s Bylaw, 

xii. Require dogs riding on an open tray of any vehicle in a public place to be secured, 

xiii. Any other purpose that from time to time is, in the opinion of the Council, 
necessary or desirable to further the control of dogs. 

12.3. The Council’s District Plan rules control the breeding and kennelling of dogs. 

13. Re-homing of dogs 

13.1. Where ever possible dogs of a good temperament that are impounded or removed from 
their owner, and cannot be reunited with their owner, will be re-homed. 

14. Related Council policies/strategies or guidelines 

14.1. This Policy aligns with the Hauraki District Council’s Community Outcomes which come into 
effect 1 July 2021; in particular ‘Vibrant and safe communities’ where the Council has 
committed to providing to providing an environment that encourages vibrant communities 
and an enhanced quality of life public spaces that are fun and inviting.  

15. Glossary 
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15.1. Some policies may require a definition section. The purpose of this section is to define areas 
that may need clarification. 

15.2. Unless stated otherwise, the definitions of words or terms used in this Policy are those used 
in the Dog Control Act 1996. 

Dog Control Officer 

means a dog control officer appointed under section 11 of 
the Dog Control Act 1996 and includes a warranted officer 
exercising powers under section 17 of the Dog Control Act 
1996. 

Dog exercise area 
means a public place identified in this Policy and the Bylaw 
where a dog may be exercised off-leash but must be under 
control. 

Beach 
means that part of the foreshore landwards from the mean 
low water springs that is under the control of the Council. 

Bylaw 
means the ‘Control of Dogs Bylaw’ in Part 3 (Public Safety) of 
the Hauraki District Council Consolidated Bylaw. Hauraki 
District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2021 

Council means the Hauraki District Council. 

District means the Hauraki District. 

Leash 
means an adequate restraint held by a responsible person 
physically capable of restraining the dog. 

Neutered dog 
means a dog that has been spayed or castrated; and does not 
include a dog that has been vasectomised. 

On a leash 
means that a dog is kept under control by means of leash, 
lead or chain which is secured or is held by a capable person 
so that the dog cannot break loose. 

Owner 

in relation to any dog, means every person who— 
a) Owns the dog, or 

b) Has the dog in his or her possession, whether the dog 
is at large or in confinement, otherwise than for a 
period not exceeding 72 hours for the purpose of 
preventing the dog causing injury, damage, or 
distress, or for the sole purpose of restoring a lost 
dog to its owner, or 

c) The parent or guardian of a person under the age of 
16 years who— 

i) is the owner of the dog pursuant to 
paragraph (a) or paragraph (b) of this 
definition, and 

ii) is a member of the parent or guardian's 
household living with and dependent on the 
parent or guardian; but does not include any 
person who has seized or taken custody of 
the dog under the Act or the [Animal 
Welfare Act 1999] or the National Parks Act 
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1980 or the Conservation Act 1987 or any 
order made under this Act or the [Animal 
Welfare Act 1999]. 

Public place 

means a place that, at any material time, is open to or is 
being used by the public, whether free or on payment of a 
charge, and whether any owner or occupier of the place is 
lawfully entitled to exclude or eject any person from that 
place, and includes any aircraft, hovercraft, ship or ferry or 
other vessel, train, or vehicle carrying or available to carry 
passengers for reward. 

Rural 
has the same meaning as contained in the Hauraki District 
Plan. 

The Act Means the Dog Control Act 1996 

Under control 

means that the dog is not causing a nuisance, distress, 
danger, injury to any person, domestic animal, stock, poultry 
or protected wildlife, or causing any property damage and; 
the person in charge of a dog has the dog under continuous 
surveillance and is able to obtain an immediate and desired 
response from the dog by use of a leash, voice commands, 
hand signals, whistles, or other effective means. 

Urupā means a place or area for burying the dead. 

Urban 
has the same meaning as contained in the Hauraki District 
Plan. 

16. Review 

16.1. The policy will be reviewed within five years of its adoption, or earlier than five years at the 
request of the Council. 

17. Document management and control 

Title Hauraki District Council Dog Control Policy 

Sponsor Strategic Planning 

Approved by: Council 

Adoption date: [date] 

Review by: [date] 

File ref: [document number and version] 

Property of Hauraki District Council 
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1.0 Introduction 

1.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this bylaw is to promote the control of dogs in public places and on private property 

to minimise danger, distress, or nuisance caused by the keeping of dogs to the public.  

This bylaw should be read in conjunction with the Hauraki District Council Dog Control Policy and 

cannot be inconsistent with that Policy.  

1.2 Title  

This bylaw is the Hauraki District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2021. 

1.3 Enabling enactments 

This bylaw is made in accordance with the Dog Control Act 1996 and the Local Government Act 

2002. 

1.4 Commencement 

This bylaw comes into force on xxxx  

In 2019 Part 3 (Public Safety) of the Hauraki District Council Consolidated Bylaw 2007 was separated 

into individual bylaws and the ‘control of dogs’ bylaw clauses were separated into this bylaw and 

renamed accordingly. 

1.5 Review 

Review of this bylaw will be undertaken no later than 10 years after the last review. 

1.6 Related information  

There is related information in comment boxes in this bylaw. 

Related information does not form part of this bylaw and may be 

inserted, changed or removed without any formality.   

This is what the 
comment boxes look like 
– they’re to help explain 
the more technical bits, 

or refer you to 
information that is 
somewhere else. 
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2.0 Definitions 

For the purposes of this bylaw the following definitions shall apply. 

Act means the Dog Control Act 1996 and its subsequent 
amendments. 

At large in addition to its accepted meaning, includes any dog, whether 
on a leash or not, that is present in any area included in the areas 
where Council has prohibited the presence of dogs under the 
provisions of this bylaw.  Dogs effectively caged or confined to 
pens or vehicles shall not be considered to be at large in any 
prohibited area or public place. 

Authorised officer means any person delegated, appointed or authorised in writing 
by the Council to act on its behalf. 

Council means the Hauraki District Council or any officer authorised to 
exercise the authority of the Council. 

Dog control officer means a dog control officer appointed under section 11 of the 
Dog Control Act 1996 and includes a warranted officer 
exercising powers under section 17 of the Dog Control Act 1996. 

Dog ranger means a dog ranger appointed under section 12 of the Dog 
Control Act 1996 and includes an honorary dog ranger. 

Dog includes any bitch, spayed bitch or puppy. 

Domestic animal has the same meaning as in the Dog Control Act 1996. 

Leash means an adequate restraint held by a responsible person 
physically capable of restraining the dog. 

Nuisance shall have the meaning assigned to it by section 29 of the health 
Act 1956 and its amendments 

On a leash means that a dog is kept under control by means of leash, lead 
or chain which is secured or is held by a capable person so that 
the dog cannot break loose. 

Owner in has the same meaning as defined in section 2 of the Dog 
Control Act 1996. 

Premises means any private land that is occupied or unoccupied and 
includes any dwelling, building, shop, yard, or part of the same. 
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Public place means a place that, at any material time, is open to or is being 
used by the public, whether free or on payment of a charge, and 
whether any owner or occupier of the place is lawfully entitled to 
exclude or eject any person from that place; and 

includes any aircraft, hovercraft, ship or ferry or other vessel, 
train, or vehicle carrying or available to carry passengers for 
reward. 

Under control means that the dog is not causing a nuisance, distress, danger, 
injury, to any person, domestic animal, stock, poultry or 
protected wildlife, or causing any property damage and; the 
person in charge of a dog has the dog under continuous 
surveillance and is able to obtain an immediate and desired 
response from the dog by use of a leash, voice commands, hand 
signals, whistles, or other effective means. 

Urban area means land within a Residential, Low Density Residential Zone, 
Township, Marae Development (Waihi Community Marae only), 
Town Centre, Industrial and Reserve (Active) Zones as defined in 
the Hauraki District Plan. 

Working dog has the same meaning as defined in section 2 of the Dog Control 
Act 1996. 

3.0  Control of dogs in public places 

3.1 Dogs to be on-leash 

a) The owner or person for the time being in charge of any dog shall keep it on a leash in every public 

place into which it is taken or led, with the exception of dog exercise areas specified in Schedule 

1 and prohibited areas specified in Schedule 2 of this bylaw, and shall keep and prevent such dog 

from entering or being upon a public place unless it is so controlled. 

b) The provisions of sub-clause (a) shall not apply to working dogs exercising the work in respect of 

which the animal has been registered. 

c) The owner or any person in charge or having control of any dog, must ensure that the dog is under 

control by not causing a nuisance, danger or injury and that the person in charge of the dog is 

able to obtain an immediate and desired response from the dog by use of a leash, or voice 

command, hand signals, whistles or other effective means. 
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d) Every owner allowing a dog to ride on the open tray of a utility 

vehicle in a public place shall ensure that it is secured by a leash, 

lead or chain short enough so that the dog cannot fall from the 

tray and can be kept under control at all times. 

3.2 Dog exercise areas  

a) Dogs may be exercised free of restraint (off-leash) but under 

control in the areas specified in Schedule 1 as designated dog 

exercise areas.   

b) The owner or a responsible person over the age of sixteen (16) years must have continuous 

control of the dog and remain in the exercise area while the dog is running free. 

3.3 Prohibited areas 

a) Dogs are prohibited from entry into any public place listed in Schedule 2 of this bylaw, whether 

under control or not. 

b) The provisions of this clause shall not apply to working dogs exercising the work in respect of 

which the animal has been registered. 

3.4 Diseased dogs 

No person owning or having control or charge of any mangy or 

diseased dog shall take the same into any public place or permit or 

suffer such dog to enter or remain thereon or wander free and at large. 

4.0 Dog control on private property 

4.1 Shelter 

Every owner of a dog shall ensure that the dog is provided with adequate shelter and that no 

suffering is caused to the dog by the manner of the shelter. 

4.2 Limitation on the number of dogs on any urban premises 

a) No person shall keep, or permit to be kept, on or within any premises within the urban area 

more than two (2) dogs of greater age than three (3) months without first obtaining the written 

consent of the Council. 

In our District dogs must 
be kept on a leash in all 

public places, unless they 
are in a dog exercise area. 
Public places include the 

likes of parks and 
reserves, cemeteries, 

wharves, beaches, town 
centres. 

Working dogs include 
disability assist dogs, 

dogs kept by state 
departments e.g. 

police dogs and dogs 
kept principally as 

stock or herding dogs.  
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b) Every application for such consent shall be in writing on the prescribed form and signed by the 

applicant and the applicant shall give to the Council such further information as it may require. 

Every such application shall be accompanied by the prescribed fee. 

c) The Council may grant or refuse to give consent for the issue of a licence at its absolute 

discretion and subject to any terms, conditions or restrictions as it may impose in any particular 

case concerning the housing and control of the dogs. 

d) Every person who commits any breach of the terms, conditions or restrictions imposed by the 

Council under sub-clause (b) hereof shall be guilty of an offence against this bylaw. 

e) At the end of each dog registration period, any approval given during that year for any person 

to keep more than two (2) dogs on their premises may be reviewed by an authorised Council 

officer.  On review, the approval may be modified or revoked in the event of non-compliance 

with any condition of approval. 

4.3 Fencing requirements for dangerous dogs  

a) The securely fenced portion of an owner’s property used for the containment of a dangerous dog 

must be a minimum area measuring eight (8) metres by four (4) metres, or such a size as deemed 

appropriate by an authorised officer.  

b) There must be a lockable gate to gain entry to the securely 

fenced area in sub-clause (a) and the fencing and gate shall be 

a minimum height of one point eight (1.8) metres, or such a 

height as deemed appropriate by an authorised officer. 

4.4 Nuisances 

a) The owner of any dog or the owner or the occupier of any 

premises whereupon any dog or dogs are customarily kept shall: 

i) take adequate precautions to prevent the dog or dogs or the keeping thereof from 

becoming a nuisance or injurious to health; 

ii) keep every bitch in season continuously confined but adequately exercised whilst it is 

in that condition; 

iii) take such steps as are necessary to prevent dogs under the owner’s control from 

being or becoming a nuisance or annoyance to residents in the neighbourhood by 

The Dog Control Act 1996 
requires dangerous dogs to 

be kept in a securely 
fenced part of an owner’s 

property that it is not 
necessary to enter to get 

access to a door of any 
house on the property. 
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barking or howling or by obstructing the lawful passage of persons in public places or 

by rushing at and frightening such persons.  

b) If in the opinion of the Council’s Group Manager Community 

Development, any dog or dogs or the keeping thereof on any 

premises has become or is likely to become a nuisance or injurious 

to health, the Council or any person duly authorised on that 

behalf by the Council may by notice in writing require the owner 

or occupier of the premises within a time specified in such notice 

to do all or any of the following: 

i) Reduce the number of dogs kept on the premises; 

ii) Construct, alter, re-construct or otherwise improve the kennels or other buildings 

used to house or contain such dog or dogs; 

iii) Require such dog or dogs to be tied up or otherwise confined during specific periods; 

iv) Take such other action as the Council’s Group Manager Community Development 

deems necessary to minimise or remove the likelihood of nuisance or injury to health. 

c) Any person to whom notice is given under the preceding provisions of this clause who fails to 

comply with such notice within the time therein specified commits an offence against this Bylaw. 

5.0 Fouling 

The owner or any person in possession or control of any dog that defecates in a public place or on 

land or premises occupied by anyone other than the owner of the dog shall immediately remove the 

faeces and dispose of them in an appropriate manner.  No offence shall be deemed to have been 

committed against this bylaw where the person having control of the dog removes the droppings 

immediately.  

  

For information on our 
responsible dog owner 
licence and the reduced  

dog registration fees 
see our Dog Control 

Policy on our website.  

https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/policies/
https://www.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/our-council/policies/
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6.0 Impoundment and neutering of dogs 

a) Any dog found at large in any place in breach of this bylaw whether or not the dog is wearing a 

collar having the proper label or disc attached, may be impounded. 

b) Any dog found at large in any place and impounded on more than three (3) occasions within a 

continuous period of 24 months, may be required to be neutered. 

7.0 Fees 

Any relevant licence, permit, consent or approval fees are documented in the Council’s Schedule of 

Fees and Charges. 

8.0 Permits/licences/consent 

8.1 Transfer 

No licence, permit, consent or approval issued to a person named in that licence, permit, consent or 

approval, shall be transferable to any other person and no such licence, permit, consent or approval 

shall authorise any person other than the person named therein. 

8.2 Revocation 

If circumstances change, the Council may revoke the licence, permit, consent or approval or 

suspend it for as long as the Council thinks fit. 

8.3 Appeal 

There shall be a right of appeal by the applicant from any decision by an authorised officer to the 

relevant Group Manager. After consultation with the Chief Executive the Group Manager may refer 

the appeal to the Council, or relevant Committee of the Council, when in the Chief Executive’s opinion 

this is justified. 

9.0 Enforcement 

The Council may use its powers under the Dog Control Act 1996 and 

the Local Government Act 2002 to enforce this bylaw. 

  

The Dog Control Act 
1996 enables an 

authorised officer to 
issue fines for offences 
against the Act and a 

$300 fine for breach of 
this bylaw.  



   

 

Hauraki District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2021   Page 10 

10.0 Offences and penalties 

a) Every person who fails to comply with any part of this bylaw commits an offence. 

b) Every person who commits an offence under this Bylaw is liable to a penalty under the Dog 

Control Act 1996 and the Local Government Act 2002. 

List of schedules passed in terms of this bylaw 

a) Schedule 1 – Dog Exercise Areas. 

b) Schedule 2 – Dog Control Areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Control of Dogs Bylaw validation 

This bylaw was adopted at a meeting of the Hauraki District Council on xxxx, following public 

consultation. 

The Common Seal of the Hauraki District Council was affixed in the presence of: 

 

_________________________________ Mr. Toby Adams, Mayor 

 

_________________________________ Mr. Langley Cavers, Chief Executive  
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Schedule 1: Dog exercise areas 

Dog exercise areas  

The following areas of land within the Hauraki District Council are available for the exercising of 

dogs. Dogs may be off-leash but must be under control. 

Area and description Rules 

Paeroa Ward  

Stop bank land in Paeroa, between from Queen Street the Criterion 

Bridge and William Street west along the stop bank to the fenced 

boundary. 

Off-leash 

 

Brenan Field, Paeroa, excluding the skate park and the sports fields Off-leash 

Leach Field, Paeroa, reserve land previously used as rugby fields 

behind West Rugby Club, excluding the area over the bridge around 

the clubrooms. 

Note: Access to the land from Neil Street only. 

Off leash 

Rotokohu Road sportsground, Rotokohu Road, Paeroa, excluding 

the soccer fields.  

Off leash 

Plains Ward 

Stop bank land in Ngatea between the 100/50 km/hr speed limit 

sign on River Road and the Waikato Regional Council pump station 

adjacent to Orchard West Road. 

Off-leash 

Stop bank land in Ngatea between the corner of Orchard West Road 

and Kaihere Road to Puhanga Island Bridge, Kaihere Road. 

Off-leash 

Hugh Hayward Domain, Ngatea, north-western corner adjacent 

Pipiroa Road. 

Off-leash 
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Area and description Rules 

Kerepehi Domain, Kerepehi, land on the left hand side from the 

road to the bowling club (including hall grounds). 

Off leash 

Turua Domain, yet to be specified area of the Turua Domain. Off-leash 

Public land between the northern boundary of the Waharau Reserve 

northern boundary of the District at Waharau and the southern 

boundary of the Wharekawa Recreation Reserve which is defined by 

the Waihopuhopu Bridge. 

Off-leash 

Waihi Ward 

Waihi South Reserve, Consol Street, Waihi. Off-leash 

Morgan Park, Waihi, behind the netball courts only, excluding the 

children’s playground and the sports fields. 

Off-leash 

Bank Street Reserve, Banks Street, Waihi, excluding the back half of 

the reserve used as an equestrian riding area. 

Off-leash 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but excluding the southern 

end of the beach which is defined as south of the beach access off 

Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates’ this area is 

prohibited to dogs. 

Off-leash 

from December 20 to 9 

February March 1 the 

following year and 

including all public holiday 

weekends throughout the 

year, between the hours 

of  7pm 6pm to 9am the 

following day 
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Area and description Rules 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon, but excluding the southern 

end of the beach which is defined as south of the beach access off 

Moray Place. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates dogs must be on a 

lead in this area. 

Off-leash 

from 10 February March 2 

to December 19 the same 

year, but excluding public 

holiday weekends, 

between the hours of 3pm 

to 10am the following day 

 

 

 

  

Entry to land under the 
control of the Department 

of Conservation may be 
restricted. Owners should 

consult with the 
Department of 

Conservation prior to 
entering land under the 
Department’s control. 
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Schedule 2: Dog control areas 

Prohibited Areas for dogs 

Area and description Rules 

Prohibited Sites in the Hauraki District  

Children's playgrounds.  Prohibited 

Skate parks. Prohibited 

Defined areas of ecological sensitivity identified from time to time by 

the Chief Executive of Council in conjunction with the Department of 

Conservation which are publically notified and identified with 

temporary area restrictions and/or signs. 

Prohibited for the duration of 

the determination  

The southern end of Whiritoa beach; defined as that part of the beach 

south of the beach access off Moray Place and including the urupā site.  

Note: This area of beach is recognised by the Department of Conservation as a 
significant New Zealand Dotterel breeding site. 

Prohibited 

Whiritoa Beach, including the lagoon. 

Note: Outside these hours but within these dates dogs may be 
exercised off leash. 

Prohibited  

from December 20 to 9 

February March 1 the 

following year and including 

public holiday weekends 

between the hours of 9am to 

6pm 7pm the same day 

The pa/urupā site at the summit of the hill in Ngati Koi Recreation 

Reserve (Black Hill Reserve), Waihi. 

Prohibited 

The beach area, defined as east of the boundary of East Coast road 

to the mean low water spring, from the District boundary at 

Miranda/Pūkorokoro to, the southern boundary of Kaiaua, which is 

defined by the southern 50 kilometre per hour speed limit sign. 

Prohibited 
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Prohibited Areas for dogs on the Hauraki Rail Trial  

Dogs are prohibited from those lengths of the Hauraki Rail Trail corridor outlined below. The 

corridor is defined as being the formed Hauraki Rail Trail track including any area between the 

fences on either side of the formed track and includes any bridges, underpasses and farm access 

tracks. Dogs are prohibited between the following points: 

a) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail between Ferry Road, Hikutaia, and the southern side of the 
Opukeko Stream Bridge, Paeroa. 

b) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail that commences at Ryall Road, Paeroa, through to the Hauraki 
Rail Trail Bridge immediately north of the stream/drain known as D3 on the Hauraki District 
Council Matamata-Piako District Council boundary. 

c) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail from the intersection of Rotokohu Road and Te Moananui Flats 
Road, Paeroa, through to Bridge Street, Karangahake. 

d) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail that commences at the gateway directly south of the western 
end of the pedestrian footbridge which traverses the Ohinemuri River adjacent to the Victoria 
Battery, Waikino, through to the northern side of the Hauraki Rail Trail swing bridge (C-11), Waihi.  

e) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail between the western end of the Kopu Bridge on State Highway 
25 and State Highway 25, Pipiroa. 

f) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail between unsealed Buchanan Road, Pipiroa, and State Highway 
25, Waitakaruru. 

g) That part of the Hauraki Rail Trail that commences where the Trail crosses Front Miranda Road, 
north of the Hot Springs Canal land drain, through to the southern boundary of Kaiaua which is 
defined by the southern 50 kilometre per hour speed limit sign, south of Kaiaua. 
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Dog control areas – Map of Whiritoa 

 

  



   

 

Hauraki District Council Dog Control Bylaw 2021   Page 17 

Dog control areas – Map of Kaiaua dog control areas 
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Dog control areas – Hauraki Rail Trail 
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