
 

 

 

Hey, we need  
to talk 
me kōrero ngātahi 
tātou 
We’re proposing to classify some of 
our streets as ‘busy thoroughfares’, 
which means unreinforced masonry 
buildings that are earthquake-prone  
and are on those streets, will be 
classified as ‘priority buildings’. This 
means they’ll need to be brought up 
to earthquake standards in half the 
timeframe as other buildings that 
are located in less busy areas in the 
District.  

If an earthquake took place in our District the 
decisions we make now could affect you or 
your family and we’d like to know what you 
think. Before we classify these streets as ‘busy 
thoroughfares’ we want your feedback on 
whether or not you agree with our proposal. 
When we’ve taken into account all the 
feedback received, we’ll make our final 
decision.  

IMPORTANT DATES 

Open for written feedback: 
Friday, 1 October 2021. 

Provide your written feedback by: 
Monday, 1 November 2021. 

TALK TO US 

Hearing of written and verbal feedback: 
Tuesday 23 November 2021 in the Hauraki 
District Council Chambers, William Street, 
Paeroa. If a change to the Covid-19 level 
means a face to face hearing cannot take 
place, it will be held via zoom. 

See page 5 for the various ways you can  
have your say. 

Earthquake-prone buildings  
The National System – it’s the law 
Following the 2010/11 earthquake events in Canterbury 
a national system for identifying, assessing and 
managing earthquake-prone buildings came into effect 
on 1 July 2017. The aim of the system is to ensure 
buildings that pose the greatest risk to public safety 
and property during a moderate earthquake meet 
earthquake-strengthening standards.  

The system categorised New Zealand into three seismic 
risk areas: high, medium and low. Depending on the 
seismic risk of an area, councils and building owners 
must follow certain timeframes for identifying 
earthquake-prone buildings and doing seismic work on 
them.  

There is a nationwide online public register that is 
updated when earthquake-prone buildings are 
identified. Notices will also be affixed to earthquake-
prone buildings so people can make an informed choice 
about entering them.  

What’s a priority building? 
The new system introduced the concept of priority 
buildings. These are certain types of buildings that 
present a higher risk to life or other property because of 
their construction, type, use or location. In medium and 
high seismic risk areas, priority buildings need to be 
identified and remediated in half the time allowed for 
other buildings. Certain hospital, emergency, and 
education buildings are classified as priority buildings in 
the Building Act 2004. Other buildings can be  
classified by a council as priority buildings if,  
in an earthquake, parts of the building could  
fall onto footpaths or roads with  
high volumes of pedestrian and vehicle traffic  
(busy thoroughfares). 
 
Hence this  
consultation… 
 

 

 



 

 

  

What’s happening in Hauraki 
The Hauraki District has been categorised as a 
medium seismic risk area. This means we must 
identify priority earthquake-prone buildings by 1 July 
2022 and other potentially earthquake-prone 
buildings by 1 July 2027. Affected building owners will 
be contacted by us and must get an engineering 
assessment for the building. If the building is 
earthquake-prone, a notice to fix will be issued and 
the building placed on the national register. The 
building must then be strengthened or demolished 
within 12.5 years of issuing the notice to fix for 
priority buildings and within 25 years for other 
buildings. 

Before we can identify all the priority buildings in our 
District we need to decide if the District has any ‘busy 
thoroughfares’. If we do classify certain areas as busy 
thoroughfares, unreinforced masonry buildings on 
those routes will also be classified as ‘priority 
buildings’. Unreinforced masonry buildings have 
masonry walls that do not contain steel, timber or 
fibre reinforcement. They often have parapets, 
verandas, balconies and chimneys and can collapse in 
a moderate earthquake. The earthquakes in 
Christchurch showed us these buildings pose a 
greater risk than other buildings during an 
earthquake. If we do not classify any areas as busy 
thoroughfares, all unreinforced masonry buildings will 
have 25 years, instead of 12.5 years, to be 
remediated, regardless of where they are located.  

What’s a busy thoroughfare? 
We have applied the following criteria developed by 
the Ministry for Business, Innovation and 
Employment to identify roads, footpaths or other 
thoroughfares as busy: 

Lots of pedestrians 

 Shopping area on the main street,  

 Areas around businesses where there is a 
concentration of workers in numbers larger than 
small shops or cafes, 

 Areas around bus stops, tourist centres, key walking 
routes. 

Lots of vehicle traffic 

 Well trafficked main streets or sections of state 
highways, 

 Areas with concentrations of vehicles, e.g. busy 
intersections. 

 

And there is potential for part of an unreinforced 
masonry building to fall on to the thoroughfare. 

What we’re proposing  
We believe the main streets in both Waihi and Paeroa 
have high pedestrian traffic for small towns. They are 
main shopping areas and key walking routes to shops, 
work and transport. They also have high vehicle traffic 
because they are well trafficked main streets and 
sections of the busy State Highway 2. There are also 
busy round-abouts where traffic builds up, particularly 
in summer. 

Here’s what we’re proposing in our three main towns.  

Paeroa  

We are proposing to classify Belmont Rd and 
Normanby Rd as busy thoroughfares. We are also 
proposing to classify Mackay St and Wharf St as busy 
thoroughfares. With the amount of people that use the 
library and use Mackay St when events are on, we 
believe it is a ‘busy’ street. Wharf St is also getting 
busy with people using the Hauraki Rail Trail.  

Waihi 
We are proposing to classify Seddon St and Rosemont 
Rd as busy thoroughfares. 

Ngatea 
Based on our building assessments there are no 
unreinforced masonry buildings in Ngatea. This means 
we do not need to classify any thoroughfares as being 
busy. All new buildings must be built to earthquake 
standards. 

See page 3&4 for maps of the proposed busy 
thoroughfares in Paeroa and Waihi.  

Questions for you 
1. Do you agree that the areas identified are busy 

thoroughfares?  

2. If not, which thoroughfares do you disagree with 
and why? 

3. Are there other thoroughfares we haven’t identified 
that you think meet the criteria for being busy and 
should also be classified as busy thoroughfares? 

FURTHER INFORMATION 
This consultation is done in accordance with section 
133AF of the Building Act 2004. Further information on 
the earthquake-prone building system can be viewed 
on the following website:  

https://www.building.govt.nz/managing-
buildings/managing-earthquake-prone-buildings/ 



 
 Date  18/08/2021 

Paeroa Busy Thoroughfares for Earthquake-prone Buildings 
 
Hauraki District Council does not guarantee that this map is without flaw of any kind and disclaims all liability for any errors, loss or 
other consequences which may arise from relying on any information depicted. The Digital Cadastre Layers are produced and 
maintained by Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) and is a component of the digital cadastral dataset available from LINZ. 
Accuracy, particularly in non survey-accurate areas, can be variable. The spatial accuracy of an object is better where the object’s 
position has been determined by using either surveyed bearings & distances captured from survey plans or adjusted survey data. 

 

 

 Print  A4 Portrait 

 Source  HDC GIS 

 Scale  1:6000 

Busy Thoroughfares  Projection  NZGD2000/NZTM2000 

 Created By  Ethan Hohneck 
 



 
 Date  17/08/2021 

Waihi Busy Thoroughfares for Earthquake-prone Buildings 
 
Hauraki District Council does not guarantee that this map is without flaw of any kind and disclaims all liability for any errors, loss or 
other consequences which may arise from relying on any information depicted. The Digital Cadastre Layers are produced and 
maintained by Land Information New Zealand (LINZ) and is a component of the digital cadastral dataset available from LINZ. 
Accuracy, particularly in non survey-accurate areas, can be variable. The spatial accuracy of an object is better where the object’s 
position has been determined by using either surveyed bearings & distances captured from survey plans or adjusted survey data. 
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Busy Thoroughfares  Projection  NZGD2000/NZTM2000 

 Created By  Ethan Hohneck 
 



 

A guide to giving feedback 
Any organisation or member of the public can give us 
feedback in writing, on the phone, in person or all of 
these. This is your chance to tell us your thoughts 
about what we’re proposing. 

Good feedback is clear, concise and to the point. Tell 
us which parts you support, and which ones you 
don’t. Let us know why. You are most welcome to 
provide additional pages or supporting material with 
your feedback.  

Remember to provide your contact details if you 
would like to be kept informed of the decisions made 
after considering your feedback.  

Your feedback will be a council record, so may be 
reproduced as an attachment to a Council agenda, 
made publicly available and remain on Council 
minute records. If you aren’t providing feedback on 
behalf of an organisation and would like your contact 
details to be kept private, please let us know. 

Everyone who provides feedback will be notified in 
writing of the outcome. 

 

Special assistance 
We can offer assistance with special requirements at 
a hearing in terms of language translation, including 
that of sign language, or presenting through audio 
visual mechanisms. If assistance is required, please 
let us know and we will make the appropriate 
arrangements. 

 

 What happens next?  
We will assess the feedback received and may make 
further changes to our proposal as a result of your 
views. Once a decision has been finalised we will 
continue with implementing the earthquake-prone 
building system.  

Affected building owners will be informed. Owners 
of potentially earthquake-prone buildings have 12 
months to provide an engineering assessment. We 
will then determine whether the building is 
earthquake-prone, and notify the building owner of 
the timeframe for remediation work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can have your say 
If you want to talk to us: 

• Call one of your local councilors to have a chat.  

• Contact us to book in to speak to the Council at a hearing in Paeroa on Tuesday, 23 November 2021, or 
tick the box on the feedback form to show us you’re keen to attend. We’ll contact you closer to the 
date of the hearing to arrange a time for you to speak. 

• Give us a call and speak with a member of the strategic planning team – we can draft your feedback 
into a written statement and we’ll provide you with a copy. 

 
If you want to write to us: 

• Fill out the online feedback form on our website https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• Message or comment on our Facebook page. 

• Email your feedback to info@hauraki-dc.govt.nz 

• Write a letter, or fill in the printed feedback form (available at our service centres, or downloadable 
from our website). 

We consider whether the District 
has any busy thoroughfares

You tell us what you think of  the 
proposal

We decide whether or not to amend 
our proposal after considering your 

feedback

We identify potential earthquake-
prone buildings in the District

We send out letters to building 
owners of potential earthquake-

prone buildings in early 2022

https://weneedtotalk.hauraki-dc.govt.nz/

