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5.1.7 Karangahake Recreation Reserve 

 
 

 
 
Cultural Associations: 
Ngāti Tara Tokanui have an association with this area, plus the Ōhinemuri River and 
tributaries. 

Reserve Details 
Address State Highway 2, Karangahake 

(Opposite 4 Moresby Street, Karangahake) 
Area 1.4417 Ha 
Land Status Recreation Reserve 

Section 37 Block I Aroha Survey District 
Vested in the Ōhinemuri County Council NZ Gazette 
1960, p1682 and classified as recreation reserve – NZ 
Gazette 1979, p3030 

Reserve management 
category 

Recreation and Ecological Linkages 

Reserve management 
standard 

2 

Commercial activity Permit required 
Freedom camping Not permitted 
Leases & licences Nil 
Administration Council 
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Reserve Description and Use 
The Karangahake Gorge and reserve lands are recognised by the Hauraki District 
Council as being areas of great natural beauty with high heritage, landscape and 
amenity values. Karangahake Recreation Reserve is a significant district facility that 
has high use, especially in summertime and public holidays and is a convenient 
halfway stop between Waihī and Paeroa. 
 
The majority of the Karangahake Gorge area is administered by the Department of 
Conservation with the Hauraki District Council managing smaller reserves within the 
Gorge which provide facilities for visitors and access into the Department of 
Conservation estate. 
 
Vehicle access to the reserve is available at either end that links to a common car park 
area. Access to the Ōhinemuri River is best at the western end where the riverbank 
levels off. A deep swimming pool is visible from this point. 
 
The Gorge and its facilities have been subject to a rapidly growing number of visitors 
each year. Unlike many such tourist locations, the majority of visitors arrive by private 
vehicle rather than by bus or other group transport. This rapid growth in visitor 
numbers is expected to continue and as the facilities come under increasing pressure, 
both the Hauraki District Council and the Department of Conservation will need to 
continually review the facilities provided, their ability to cope with visitor numbers and 
the effect of the visitors on the environment. 
 
Specific Policies 
1. Prepare a concept plan that takes into account of the Cornes Paddock concept 

plan 
2. That Council may consider permitting limited and controlled commercial activity 

on the reserve. 
3. That a single notice board be installed for commercial operators in the Gorge to 

advertise on. Fixed advertising will incur a fee. Advertising will be restricted to 
tourism activities available in the Karangahake Gorge. 

4. Undertake consultation with Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga prior to any 
development activities within the reserve due to the closeness of this location to 
heritage sites. 

 
Explanation 
Council often receives requests for commercial use of the Karangahake Reserve as 
well as formal enquiries from tourist operators. Unauthorised signs have been placed 
in the reserve creating an unsatisfactory situation. 
 
Council is cautious about allowing economic development to occur within the reserve 
as it will detract from the main purpose of the reserve. Council is endeavouring 
through the Karangahake Gorge Strategy to develop economic opportunities within the 
immediate area of the reserve to provide flow-on benefits to the District. This 
approach recognises the purpose of the reserve as well as supporting visitor activity to 
the Gorge. However the nature and extent of any non-recreation activity will need to 
be controlled in order to protect the inherent scenic, environmental and historic values 
of the reserve and surrounding area. 
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Future Development 
Demand for the development of further facilities within the Gorge area has been 
recognised as well as the possible linking of these to the heritage features situated 
through the Gorge and into Waihī. Over the coming period it is expected that further 
facilities will be developed by both Council and the Department of Conservation along 
with further initiatives from the community and heritage groups in relation to facilities 
such as the rail trail, walkways, and protection of heritage features. 
 
The Hauraki District Council acknowledges that it will need to consider commercial 
access and the promotion of commercial opportunities in the Gorge. It will also have 
to address issues relating to access, parking (including investigating paid parking for 
peak times) and toilet facilities and be involved with community initiatives for the 
development recreation facilities.  
 
Reserve History 
Karangahake Recreation Reserve was previously part of the Karangahake Township in 
the days of gold mining. 
 
In 2000/01 the reserve underwent significant upgrading to the internal roading, 
parking and walkways and public toilets. The swing bridge spanning the Ōhinemuri 
River was converted from a raw water main carrier to a pedestrian bridge.  Two 
shelter structures were built and visitor information panels were installed. Situated on 
the reserve is the Ōhinemuri County Council centennial cairn. In 1999 a water 
pumping station was constructed on the reserve to serve the Paeroa water supply 
system. 
 
A draft Reserve Management Plan was prepared in the early 1980s by the Ōhinemuri 
County Council but was never approved. 
  




