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5.3.4 Hugh Hayward Domain / Pioneer Park 
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Reserve Details 
Address 78 Orchard West Road, Ngātea 
Area 12.1794 hectares 
Land Status Recreation reserve 

Lot 1 DP 29396 – (Gazette 1979, p1204) 
Lots 9 and 12 DP 15933, vested as recreation reserve 
to be classified 
Lot 94 DP 19453 – (Gazette 1975 p2441) 
Lot 1 DPS 1986 (part Pioneer Park) 
Lot 2 DPS 1986 (part Pioneer Park) Lot 8 DP 18006 
(Pioneer Park), to be classified recreation reserve 
Subject to the Local Government Act 2002 
Parts Section 25 Block I Waihou SD (part Pioneer Park) 
– (Gazette 1952 p455, Sports Ground), to be classified 
recreation reserve 

Reserve management 
category 

Sport and Recreation 

Management standard 1 
Commercial activity Permit required 
Freedom camping Permitted 
Leases & licences Hauraki Plains Junior Soccer (site and building) 

Hauraki Sports Centre (hockey pavilion) 
Ngātea Fire Brigade 
Ngātea Rugby Club (site and building) 
RSA – carpark area 
Thames Valley Turf Trust / Hockey Association (turf) 

Administration The Hauraki Plains Community Hub Incorporated, the 
Domain User Committee, representatives from the 
local community, sporting groups and organisations 
and local schools that use the park, assist to manage 
the reserve under Council’s guidance.  

 
 
Cultural Associations 
Pre European history identifies the Ngātea area as being of huge significance to early 
Māori. The area was rich in wildlife and was a key area that helped sustain early Māori 
life.  
 
Significant pā sites are located not far from the domain and the Ngātea area has a 
strong affiliation with local iwi. 
 
Reserve Description and Use 
Hugh Hayward Domain is located with frontages on Orchard West Road and Pipiroa 
Road and is also often referred to as the Ngātea Domain.  This is one of Council’s 
premier reserves providing a large, level open space for a variety of sports and 
recreational activities. 
 
The Domain is the centre of the Hauraki Plains Community Sporting Hub which has 
been developed to facilitate good communications between different sporting 
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organisations and maximise the use of resources and access to funding. Hockey, 
rugby, football, athletics, cricket, netball, league and touch are all played on the park, 
with hockey, rugby and football having separate clubrooms. The Domain includes the 
only full size hockey astroturf playing surface in the greater Coromandel and Thames 
Valley area. Ngātea Public Swimming Pool and the Ngātea Memorial Hall area located 
in the south-west of the domain.   
 
A range of informal activities take place on the Domain, including cycling and walking. 
The circumferential trail / cycleway provides a ‘learn to cycle’ and confidence 
programme as well as a school to school loop, with the trail starting by the swimming 
pool. 
 
Other uses of the Domain include community events such as the annual Hauraki Plains 
Agricultural and Pastoral Show. 
 
 

 
 
 
Pioneer Park is encompassed within the Domain’s boundary, located along Orchard 
West Road on the south side of the Domain. It has a large playground, a street style 
skate park, a basketball hoop, seating and public toilets. The predominant feature of 
the park is the Hauraki Plains Memorial Wall comprising of two large curved stone 
walls with granite plaques, recording the names of former Plains residents. An 
impressive bronze sculpture by world renowned New Zealand sculptor, Paul Dibble is 
sited near the centre of the reserve. This figurative work, Plains Pioneer, represents 
the drain diggers, who dug the enormous Plains drain system by hand, allowing the 
land to be used for farming. 
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Note this section of the plan does not include the parcel on which the Council building 
is located, being Lot 8 DP 15933 located at 84 Orchard West Road. Freedom camping 
is authorised within the carpark behind the council building but not within Hugh 
Hayward Domain or Pioneer Park.   
 
Significant Trees 
Hugh Hayward Domain / Pioneer Park have two groups of significant trees recognised 
in the District Plan. 
 

Tree Description Location Category 
Row of mature London 
Plane (Platanus x 
acerifolia) (Pioneer Park) 

Southern entrance Visual Amenity 

Redwood tree (Sequoia 
sempervirens) 

Orchard Rd West Visual amenity, 
Historical/Cultural 

 
 
Administration 
Hauraki Plains Community Hub Incorporated has a governance board that advises 
Council staff on issues relating the day to day running of the reserve. The Hub consists 
of 19 groups representing the local community, sporting groups and organisations and 
local schools that use the park: 
 
Specific Reserve Policy 
1. Allow for certified self-contained vehicles to camp in the Council building carpark 

in accordance with the Council freedom camping bylaw. 
 
Future Development 
Subject to funding  
Council plans to: 
1. Develop a lighting strategy for the whole park, including upgrading No. 1 sports 

field and netball area with LED lighting. 
2. Formalise sports groups with leases/license to occupy the reserve 
3. Continue facilitation of the Hauraki Hall and Domain user Group meetings which 

resolve many issues between all the users and Hauraki District Council 
4. Undertake a strategic tree planting for shade 
5. Pursue the opportunity to dual mark netball courts for tennis and to promote 

multi use 
6. An area of Pioneer Park may be utilised for a new proposed Library / Council 

office building, to be developed in the next 5 years. 
7. Continue to support the development of the Hauraki Sport and Recreation hub. 
8. Upgrade playground. 
 
Reserve History 
About 1944 the Ngātea Football Club approached the Hauraki Plains Council for an 
area of land to be used as a football ground. After a delay of several years, two 
hectares of land was made available. However, this was considered to be inadequate 
for the needs of the district. After a major fund raising effort seven more hectares 
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were purchased in 1952 on behalf of the War Memorial Committee and the area was 
levelled, trees were removed, a grandstand built and the area fenced. Volunteer 
working bees organised by the War Memorial Committee carried out much of the 
work. 
 
The first use of the ground was in 1954 with the Hauraki Plains Amateur Athletic and 
Cycling Club. The club transferred its meetings there from Ngātea District High School 
grounds and has continued to use this venue. The next year in 1955 the Ngātea Ladies 
Hockey Club began using the grounds. Floodlighting was installed in 1958 and this has 
allowed a later starting time for club nights more suited to the farming community.   
 
The Plains Agricultural and Pastoral Show has been held annually on the reserve since 
1958. The War Memorial Hall, which was built in 1956-57, was the climax of years of 
effort by the War Memorial Fundraising Committee. 
  
In 1959 the old rugby shed was moved near the hockey field and used by the Hockey 
and Athletics clubs. In 1960 cricket was centralised at the Ngātea Domain where four 
turf pitches were laid down. In 1962 the Pony Club was formed and started using the 
Domain. The Ngātea Tennis Club relocated to the Domain in the late 1960s.  Their 
stay was short as they abandoned these grass courts and moved to the Hauraki Plains 
College grounds. 
 
At a meeting convened by the Women’s Institute in 1960 it was decided to raise funds 
for a swimming pool. The pool was opened in 1962 and has proved to be a popular 
addition to the other amenities on the reserve.  
 
The Ngātea Football Club, originally formed in the 1920s but went into recess, started 
again in 1976 and built new clubrooms. In 1983 Youth Football were using the Domain 
followed by the formation of the Ngātea Soccer Club in 1984. The grandstand was 
upgraded in 1985 and floodlights erected. Junior Cricket began in 1986 as did touch 
rugby competitions. In 1987 after major fundraising a sports centre was built to 
satisfy the needs of the Hockey, Athletic and Cricket clubs. In 1988 the Soccer club 
built its own clubrooms. 
 
The Astroturf playing surface used for hockey is the only full sized turf in the greater 
Coromandel/Thames Valley region. Constructed in the early 1990’s the Hugh Hayward 
Domain turf has become the home of hockey for the wider area with teams travelling 
from as far afield as Mercury Bay, Waihī and Te Kauwhata to play.   
 
A name change occurred in 1997 from Ngātea Domain to Hugh Hayward Domain.  This 
was in recognition of the great service the former County Chairman gave to the area.  
The original grandstand for the Domain was destroyed in a fire in 1996. A replacement 
grandstand was built in 1998. 
 
The Hauraki Plains Memorial Wall comprising of two large curved stone walls with 
granite plaques, was built within the Hugh Hayward Domain and opened in 2003. This 
Wall was provided by Council to record the passing of Plains residents, as a visual 
memory to them. For many families, the Wall has become the only place on the Plains 
where there is a physical memorial to those past. Council receives applications for 
names to be engraved on the Wall during the year. Applications are verified to 
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authenticate prior association with the Plains area, as well as names, date of death 
and age. Once a year, all current applications are engraved. 
 
The circumferential trail / cycleway was developed around the park in 2018. 
 
A management plan was first developed for the reserve in 24 November 1978 and was 
subsequently updated in August 1992, again in2006 and then 2021.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hugh Haywood Domain, Ngatea 
 
 
 
  


